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INTRODUCTION

History has little to do with speculation,
yet it is interesting and poseibly inatructive to
wonder what might have been the resulte, had lack of
success attendeﬁ the efforts of an army at a critical
time in a certain war or even campaign., Had the First

and Second American Vivisions failed in their efforts

at Soissons, had the Seannd Division failed in its /,

operation ageinst Mont Blanc, the result night have zﬁéi
% .

been, in the first prnpnaitinn. that the allicd offen- fyx

pive might have failed, and injthe second that the

S ———

J: \ #ﬂ$ 1“ lrg‘nurth French Army might have been definitely stopped

L

———te
i -

for the winter, with the result that the advance of
the American army in the Meuse-Argonne region might
o TR ——
have come to naught. Still more dissstrous might have
e ——
been the effects, had the First Divieion failed in
its allotted task in the second phase of the Meuse-
Argonne offensive, October 4-11, 1918. Failure here
i i
EEEEE_have meant eanother winter in the trenches for
the American army. This monograph deals with the ac-
complishment of this task by this femous divisicn.

Let us now look into the composition, personnel

.and accomplishments of this division upon its entry

upon this, in the opinion of many, its har{int task
in the war.
The division was made up of the following

units:
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Division Headquarters.

Headquarters Troop.

First Infantry Brigade, consisting of the
16th Infantry, the 18th Infantry and the
Second lachine Gun Battalion.

Second Infantry Brigade, consisting of the
26tn Infantry, the 28th Infantry and the
Third Machine Gun Battalion.

First Field Artillexry Brigade, consisting of
PFifth Field Artillery (155 mm Howitzers),
the Sixth Field Artillery (75 mm guns), the
Seventh Field Artillery (75 mm guns) and
the First Trench Mortar Battery.

1=t Regiment Engineers.

lat M=chine Gun Battalion.

2d Field Signal Battalion,

Traine, conslating of the following units:
Headquarters Trains, First Divieion.
1st Company Military Pelice,

24 Company Military Police,

lst Ammunition Train,

1st Mobile Ordnance Repair Shop.

1st Supply Train,

lst Engineer Train,

1gt Sanitary Train.

2d, 3d, 12th and 13th Ambulance Companies,

(1) First 2d, 34, 12th and 13th Field Hospitals. (1)
Division,
P 1. Permanently attached to the division were:
Machine Shop Truck Units Nes. 2 and 301.
Mobile Surgical Unit No. 2,
Sales Commissary Unit No. 309.
Bakery Unit No. 314.
Clothing and Bathing Unit FNo. 319.
(2) Fi;st Division, Pack Train No. 10. (2)
P 2.

53} Thonmas,p 451;

4) First
Division,
P 2.

(5) First
Division,

p 6.

(6) Pirst
Division,

p 19.

The division was organized from regular army
troops in France, all of the infantry regiments having
seen service on the Mexican border. (3) (4) The first
of the units that were to make up the First Division
arrived at St. Nazaire, France, on June 26, 1917. (5)
The divieion had an intensive course in training in
the Gondrecourt area where it weos greatly assisted in
this respect by & division of the famous French Chas-
seurs Alpins. (6) It entered the first sector ever

occupled by American troops in France, on.Octobexr 21, -
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(7) Pirst
Diviﬂ

ion,

(8) First
Divie
pp 14

128,

ion,
% ,y146,

1917; was in the Anssuville sector from January 18,
1918 to April 3, 1918. It odccupied the Cantigny sec-
tor, vhere one of its regiments,the 28th Infantry,
covered itself with glory by the capture of the vil-
lage of Cantigny, the first American victory in France
and where the division was engaged in the Noyon-
Montdidier defensive, from April 28 to July 8, 1918,
In conjunction wit: the Second Division (U.S.) and the
First Moroccan Division, the First Division assaulted
positions near Soissons on July 18, 1918, being re-
lieved on July 23d. During this advance, which marked
the beginning of the great allied offensive, the divi-
shon geined 11 kilometers, cut the main road from
Soissons to the tip of the lMarne salient and captured
125 officers, 3370 men, large quantities of ammunitien
and stores and heé suffered casualties amounting to
234 officers and 7083 men. (7) It then occupied the
Saizerais sector from July 30th to August 24, 1918.
The division next participated in the reduction of the
St, Miniel salient, in which it was the left division
of the Fourth Army Corps. In conjunction with the
Twenty-Sixth Division, 1t closed the salient at Vig-
naullaa and Hatton Chatel on September 13, 1918,

During this action, which was really = succesgseful man-
euver, and which was splendid preparation for the grim
task ahead, the division lost only 13 officers and

531 men, (8)

© 7 $¥n 1ts arrival 16 France until it was with-

e



(9) First
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Division,

By 33 ,3?,1'39-

dravn fron the lines on October 12, 1918, the follow-
ing named general officers ccmmanded the First Division;
Major General Williem L, Sibert, June 8, 1917 to
December 14, 1917; Lieutenant Genersl Robert Lee Bullard,
December 14, 1917 to July 17, 191&; Major General
Charles P, Summerall, from July 17, 1918 to October 11,
1918. (9)) Among other oificers who were originally
brigade commanders in the First Division and who later
won reputations for themselves as commanderz of other
divisions were: Major Generesl George E. Duncan, lMajor
General Beaumont B. Buck, lajor General Hanson Ely,
Kajor General Frank E, Bamford, Major General Omar
Bundy, Major General John L., Hines and Brigadier Gen-
eral Frank Parker, who relieved General Swmmerall in
cormend of the First Division. It will be seen from
the above that the division was peculiarly fortunate

in having for its leaders, officers of such caliber. .
The regimental and company officers were those who

had seen service with their regiments on the Mexican
border, augmented just before sailing from the States,
by recently commissioned officers from the First and
Second Leavenworth classes and by especielly selected
graduates from the First Officers Trainihg Camps. Later
on, replacements in officer personnel came through
reégular channels. The non-commissioned oificers and
other enlisted men were at the outbreak of war, the
regular arq?"auiﬁ}eg'af the Mexican border type. Later,

vacancies W;}§ filled by drefted men and volunteers,
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Every state and territory of the Union has its sons

(10) First in the casualty lists of the First Division. (10)
Division,
p 14, Fortunate in the splendid quality of its

leaders, confident in its own ability, an estimate

{ q,f/‘;c {‘f qwlfl{' of this division by Lieutenant Colonel-Fraderick

i !it” N2 QJ’J Palmer, in Collier's Weekly, correctly describes its
L . '.

([ s 4t
, %

}d ,{t f Meuse-Argonne oflensive:= "I think that poseibly
f o Ao sty

condition upon entering intoc the second phase of the

when the lst Division went into the Argonne battle
it was the most efficient American division that ever
wore shoe leather; if it were not, they perhaps the

(11) Thomas, 24 was - as all men of the 2d will agree". (11)
F 291!

BVENTS FROL THE RELIEF OF THE FIRST DIVISION
AFTER ITS PARTICIPATION IW THE REDUCTION OF THE
ST, KIHIEL SALIENT TO ITS ENTRY IN THE LINES ON
THE NIGHT SEPTELEER 30 - OCTOEER 1, 1918.

After the reduction of the st.~uihiel gsalient,

the general situaticnwes” @about as follows: - From

{  July 18, -1918 wherlthe allies took the offenzive,

ﬂ*r (&” ! until the reduction of the St. Mihiel salient, the
é,l _.glliea had forced the Germans back to the Hindenburg
}Q & {tﬁ ? line, their original jumping-off line in the spring

l\ff 1918. This had been accomplished by a series of
swift short blows on points of German weakness. Now,
however, the allies were faced with the reduction of
the extremely strong Hindenburg line =nd three other
important lines. This called for a different sort
of tactics, so karshal Foch planned to strike at

every considerable body of the enemy, exeept in Italy,

-5-



(12) Thomas,
p 227.

(13) Thomas,
p 234,237.

(14) Pershing,
p 15.

at practically the same time, These operations =211
began during the latter part of September 1918. (12)
On the French front, the sector assigned to the
Arierican army for the offensive was narth.ﬁﬁ;xgggnn
on the Meuse to the middle of +hie Argonne Forest.

On the left was the Fourth French Army which was to
attack west of the Argonne Forest and in conjunction
with this army, the Americans planned to pinch out
the Germans in the forest proper. (13) The American
erny was to become the pivot of the allied offensive
and had the migsion of interrupting the important
railroad communications of the German armies through
Sedan and Mezieres. It was known that the Germans
would make most strenuous efforts 4o protect this
line, as 1t was cloger to the front line than any
other of their lines of communications. It was also
thought that the best divisions of the German army
would be sent to protect this area and it was planned
to consume them here, thus relieving the pressure on
other fronts. (14)

The attack of the American army commenced on
the early morning of September 26, 1918, TFrom right
to left wewe the Third Corps with the 33d, 80th and
4th Divisions in assault and the 34 Division in Corps
Reserve; the Fifth @orps with the 79th, 37th and 91st
Divisions in assault, with the 32d Division in Corps
Resaive, and the First Cofps with the 35th, 28th and

ab-
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(15) Pershing,
p 16.

(16) Pershing,
p 16.

(17) Pershing,
p 16.

(18) Thonas,
p 257.

(19) Thomas,
pp 257,256,

77th Divisions in line and with the 92d in Corps
Reserve. The 1lst, 29th and 82d Divisions constituted
the Army Reserve. (15)

From the opening of the battle until September
30, 1918, the First Army had penetrated the German
defenses from three to five miles, had forced the
battle into the open and had captured 10,000 prisoners.
(16) Reaction had set in after the second day, resist-
ance becoming stiffer, and great difficulty was found
in getting forward ammunition, artillery and supplies
over the almost impassable roasds across the old "No
lan's Land", (17) The line held on September 30th
was as follows: Begimning at a point on the leuse
River just south of Brieulles, thence southwest to
include Nantillois, thence a curve in the line to the
pouthwest and then northeast to the vieinity of
Tronsol Farm; thence sharply to the south to Eelis-
fontaine, thence west to Serieux Farm and northwest
to a point beyond Apremont, then sharply to the south
to Le Chene Tondu, thence west to Binarville., (18)

The 35th, 79th and 37th Divisions had lost
some of the ground captured by them and were more or
less digorganized; accordingly, the First Division
was ordered to relieve the Thirty-Fifth Division, the
Tirty-Second the Thirty<Beventh Division and the
Third the Seventy-Ninth Division. (19) After being
pinched out in the 8t, Mihiel salient, the First
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(20) First
Dédvision

P p172-17

6.

Division after a brief rest was transferred to the
Third Corps and placed in Army Reserve on September
19, 1918, The dismounted troops were met by truclks
near Raulecourt and transported to the vicinity of
Benoite-Vaux. The mounted elements procesded west-
ward from Vigneulles. While here, some training was
had and on September 27, 1918, by night marching, the
division moved to the vicinity of Nixeville, with
headquarters at Blercourt. The lst Engineers Regiment
was detached and assigned to the task of repailring
roads in the Third Corps area. The division had been
ordered o this part of the line as it was conten-
plated that it might be used in operations on the
east bank of the Heuse River. Now, however, in that
the Thirty-Fifth Division was in difficulties, it

was necessary that the First Division be moved across
almost the entire front of the American army. Thus
on the night of September 29th, the division bzgkﬁ
transferred to the First Corps. (20)

RELIEF O THE 35th DIVISION

The First Division was ordered to relieve the
ThirtysFifth Division, the relief to be complete by
5:00 A. M., on Octovber 1, 1918, The Thirty-Fifth
Division was Euppnaadltn occupy as its front line,
four kilometers, from Baulny to a point near the

Apremont-Epinonville Rnadwpnetiilametar east of



Chaudron Farm, thence to Eclisfontaie. In this sec-
tor three ravines almost paralleled the front. The

one nearest the enemy ran from Baulny to the Apremont-
Epinonville Road and was supposed to contain the

front line of the Thirty-Fifth Division., It was
decided that all three of the ravines would be utilized,
each infantry regiment to have one battalion on the
front line, one in regimental reserwe and one in
brigade or divisional reserve, exterior third line

battalions in divisional and interior third line bat-

(21) First talions in brigade reserve. (21)
Division,
i o % From woods in the vicinity of Vauquois, which

it had reached earlier in the day, the infantiry was
orddred to move out in the afternoon of the 30th, so
BettTalions

: that iss leading”could reach the line Cheppy=-Varennes
at dusk, Accordingly the approach began. At about
dusk, after a march over almost impassable roads, a
country desolate beyond description, the heads of
the leading battalions approached the Cheppy-Varennes
line, TFor sixteen kilometers the machine-gunners
were forced to carry their guns by hand. in order
from right to left, and with & machine gun company
attached to each battalion and in column of battalions,
the infantry was formed, 26th Infantry, 28th Infantry,
18th Infantry and 16th Infantry, each occupying a
front of about 600 meters,

The First Artillery Brigade was to be disposed

during the night as follows: The Sizth Field Artillery

-9-
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(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

First
Division,
p 181.

Firet
Division,
p 426,

First
Division,
7 180.

Monuments
Commission,
? 1.

where iﬁ could serve the First Brigede in position
east of Charpentry, the Seventh Field Artillery in
position so as to support the Second Brigade, south=
west of Eclisfontaine, and the Fifth Field Artiliery
with its 1st and 34 Battalions near Very and its

2d Battalion near Charpentry, so disposed that it
could cover the entire front, (22

The posts of command were as follows: First
Division in Cheppy; First Brigade, Charpentry, Second
Brigade in Very. (23) '

There was no formal taking over of the front,
in fact, when the leading battalions approached the
line which the Thirty-Fifth Division had been reported
as holding, they found only two companies of that
organizgtiun along the entire line, Upon reaching
the vic%nity of this line, they came under heavy ma-
chine gun fire and dug in for the night, (24) The
line established by the ?irst Division was as follows:
From west to east: = Along the ridge from Baulny to
Serieux Farm, thence to Hill 231. Contact oan the
right was made with the 91st Division, whose line ex-
tended from Tronsol Farm to Serieux Farm, thus masking
the 26th Infantry, which was the right regiment of
the First Division. (25)

HOLDING THE LIXE

It was expected that the division would attack

on the morning of the first, and the same field order

that directed the relief of the elements of the Thirty-

' %10
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Fifth Division, also planned for an attack the fol-
lowing morning. This was not to be however, and
for the next three dayas the division had to =zi% and

teke a deluge of machine gun bullets and shell fire

(26) First that caused an average of 500 casueslties a day. (26)
Division,
p 182, On OQctober 2d, there were no material changes

in the line except that the 2d Battalion of the 363d
Infantry of the 91st Division was withdrawn, thus
unmasking the line held by the 26th Infantry from

(27) lonuments Serieux Farm to Hill 231, (27) Based on a report
Commission,
» 2, from the French that the enemy was retiring on the

front of the American army, the First Corps ordered
that strong patrols be sent out to ascertaln the

truth of the statement, Accordingly, the division
ordered the patrols sent, with the result that all

of them were badly shot up. They obtained valuable
information as to the location and strength of the
enemy, One patrol, sent out by the commanding officer
of the lat Battalion, 26th Infantry, crossed thewﬁau
de Mayache, where i1t was practically annihilated by
heavy fire from the southeast of the slppe on which
Trongol Farm is located, Its leader, Lieutenant Amory
was killed but the survivors kept the battalion com-
mander informed of the situation by means of a tele-
phone which had been ordered taken, and remained in
contact with the enemy until the advance of October

(28) Monuments 4th, (NOTE. Amory Creek on the Fort Benning Reservation
Commission, :
s was named after this officer) (28)

=11~
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Nothing of importance occurred on the 34,
except the ever-Increasing casualties. The weather
was cold and foggy. Food and water could only be

gotten up with great difficulties and then only at

(29) First night, (29) Thus on the night before the attack, we
Fivision,
p 185, find the division dug in with excellent communicetions

and in contact with the divisions on its right and
left, It was fresh, anlffﬁhe sense that it had not
yet attacked. It had baéﬂ bn the go or holding the

line since the night of September 29, 1918. e

2ﬂ;_a. engineers had joined the division on the 2d and were
! o
(30) Thomas, in reserve one kilometer east of/very. (30)
P 290. e

THE ATTACK OF OCTORER 4, 1918
THE TERRAIN

Inasmuch as the terrain was a most decisive
factor, it will be well to discuss briefly the ter-
rain in front of the American army, between the leuse
and the Argonne Forest and endeavor to show the im-
portance of the particular zone assigned to the First
Divieion, The 1ine held by the American army as
stated before, extended from Brieulles to Apremont
on the Aire and in front of it lay territory protecting
the last of the organized German defense position,
the Kriemhilde Stellung. The distance was fifteen
miles. (30) The entire region was ideal for the de-
fense. There were innumerable hills and patches of
woods, haavy bogs and the roads in the rear arceas

were in the worst pnsﬂibie condition. The key to the

=-l2=-



(31) Thomas,
« P 290.

(32) First
Division,
P 184‘1-

whole system of defense lay in front of the First
Division. 1If it cuuid crack this arch the whole
structure would fall. The valley of the Aire paral-
leled the Argonne Forest proper and was close to it.
West of the Aire running east and west and perpen-
dicular to it is the deep Exermont Ravine, North of
this ravine, which extended across the front of the
entire division, were a series of high hills, wvalleys
and woods which were ideal for the siting of machine
guns and artillery. The area over which the First
Division was %o operate was about three niles wide
and three miles deep or about nine square miles in
area. (31) Among the most promiment terrain features
are the Exermont Ravine, previously mentioned, Montre-
beau, Hill 240, Hill 269, Hill 212, Hill 272 and Hill
263. Any advance in the western portion of the zone
of action of the division meant exposure to fire from
the Argonne Forest, while an advance in the eastern
part of the zone meant fire from the direction of the
Bois de la Morine. A more ideal defensive position
than the Germans possessed in front of the First Divi-

gsion could hardly be imagined. (32)

OPPOSING FORCES
The German defenslve position immediately in
front of the First Division on October 4th was about
as followas: In the UE"REHE area his main line 35
resistance extended along ¥ BE1" Euuthaagqérn

Ny



(33)

(34)

(35)

(36)

Records
Sum. of in-
telligence,
Oct 2-3,
Yol. 17.

Firs
Division,
p 213.

First
Division,
p 448,

Summaries,
Oct 4=5th,
1918.

edges of the woods between the Uajyache siream and
Montrebeau Woods and along the southern and southeast-
ern.edgea of lMontrebeau Woods itself. His main line
of resiatance extended across the sector just south
of Exerment, while the German support line ran along
the northern slope of Exﬁrmﬂnt Ravine, The location
of several machine guns and batteries of artillery

appear to have been knowm by the division. Enenmy

+ 1ight artillery was thought to vte in the forward

positions. (33)

Elements of the lst Guards, 5th Guards, the
37th, 4lst, 524, 28th and 115th Cerman divisgions were
identified as being opposed to the First Division
during the period October 4-11, 1918, (34) It was
found that during the attack of October 4th, elements
of the lst Guards, 5th Guards and the 37th and 524
The S5th

Guards and the 52d German Division were considered

German divisions were holding the line.

first class troops. (35) Information as to the actual
strength of these units is very meager, some coumpanies
were reported as having a strength as low as ten men,
while some organizations infthe 524 German Division
were estimated as having from 120 to 150 men in their
rifle companies and from 90 to 120 men in their ma-
Battalions were organized into

chine gun companies.

three rifle companies and one machine gun company.
(36)

=14-
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(37) First
Division,

p 183.

In ectual machine gun strength, the Germans
in this sector were undoubtedly superior. No figures
have been found that give the exact number of ma-
chine guns captured from the Germans in +his offen-
sive, however, 52 were taken when Hill 272 was taken
on October 9, 1918, according to the statement of
Captain L. R, Boyd, Infantry who participated in the
attack. It is safe to assume that the Germans pos-
segssed a far greater nwiver of machine guns in this
sector than did the First Division. No figures have
been found as to the astrength of the enemy artillery,
but it is knowm that it was well placed and tellingly
used.,

The Germans had utilized the period from the
last American attack, which was on September 29th,
in consolidating and preparing their positioms, Mo-
ra}e was undoubtedly higher in this sector than in
some other parts of the line as it was here that the
Germans had succesafully met the last attack of the
Thirty-Fifth Division and h351gain&ﬂ some of the
ground lost by them in previous attacks,

Considering the forces that the commander of
the First Division had at his disposal, we find that
thé division was some 1500 understrength due to the
casualties which had occurred since entering the line.
(37) Attached to the division for the operations

were the following orgenizationsi-
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(38) Firsst
Diviaion,
p 184,

(39) STATEMENT

— ]

219th Field Artillery (French)

3 companies, 1lst Brigade of Tanks

3 troops of cavalry ?American}

Aerial Observation Squadron MWo, 1
(American)

Balloon Company No. 2 (Americen)

Company C, lst Gas Regiment (American) (38)

In all there were eighty=-four 75 mm guns,
and tv}ent:.r-four 155 mm howitzers, Infantry regiments
nunbered about 3700 men less recent casualties.

Fach regiment had three battalions of rour rifle com-
panies each, each company having a paper strength of
about 250 men. To each battalion was attached a
machine gun company.

Nemes of commanders to include battalion come
manders may prove of interest, as one of the great
contributing factors in the success of this operation
was the remarkable leadership diasplayed by these
officers. It 1s regretted that a complete list was
found impracticable to obtain.

Division Commander, Major Gen. C. F. Summerall.

1st Infantry Brigade, Brig. Gen. Frank Parker,

2d Infantry Brigade, Brig, Gen., F. E. Bamford,

1et Artillery Brigade, Brig. H. W. Butner,

16th Infantry, Lieut-Col. E. R. Coppock, Cav.

18th Infantry, Col. Charles A, Hunt, Inf,

26th Infantry, Col. Hjalmar Erickson, Inf,

28th Infantry, Col, George C, Barnhardt, Inf.

7+h Field Art., Col. F. A. Ruggles.

1st Bn,, 16th Inf,, Major C. W. Ryder, Inf,

2d Bn., 16th Inf,, Major A.S.J, Tucker, Inf.

3d Bn,, 16th Inf., Lt=-Col. Wm, F, Harrell, Inf,

18t Bn., 18th Inf., Hag. John G. Emery and
Capt. Bamby,.ouven ALLEw

2d.Bn,, 18th Inf., Capt. Cook and Capt. Cornwall.

3d Bn., 18th Inf., Major McKenzie, Inf,

1st Bn., 26th Inf., Major B. R. Legge, Inf,

2d BPn,, 26th Inf,, Major R. McN. Youell, Inf,

3d Bn,., 26th Inf., Major Lyman S. Frazier, Inf,

1lat Bh*l' eath. Inf.. G&Pt- C. B. sana}'; Inf,

3d Bn., 28th Inf,, Major Hawkinson, Inf. (39)

=16=
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(40) First
Divigion,

? 185.

Sufficient ammunition for the artillery for
three days' firing was on hand as well as food and
forage for the men and animals, Excellent communi-
cations had been established throughout the command,
Local patrols had driven the enemy north of the

Eclisfontaine-L'Esperance Road., (40)
THE ORDER

In accordance with the order that the First
Anerican Army renew the attack at 5:30 A, L, Octo-
ber 4, 1918, thus commencing the second phase of
the lieuse~Argonne oifensive, the First Division
issued its Field Order Number 47, which is quoted
in full, except for the annexes, as 1t ray prove
interesting to note the characteristics of a field
order of a highly successful division governing
one of its hardest fights:=
"G=3 Secret & Headquarters First Division,
1045 Personal American Expeditionary Forces,

France, October 2, 1918.
COPY NO___

Field Orders
No. 47.

Maps: 1/20,000 issued to most interested parties
only.

1. INTENTION OF THE HIGH COMMAND
(A) The enemy has been driven back by the

British French, Belgian and American Armies,
The 1st Army has captured more than 9000
prisoners and 100 guns, and had destroyed more

than 40 enemy planes since the battle started.

aghe



The 4th French Arny continues its ad-
vance.

The lst Army will continue the attack on
D day at H hour (to be announced later).

(B) The 1st Army Corps will continue the at-
tack on D day at H hour. The corps objective is:
- Hill 1 Xm. southeast Sommerance=-Fleville (excl)
- Hill 180 (inclusive)

2., MISSION OF THE DIVISION, ZONES OF ACTION
AND OBJECTIVES,

(A} This division as the right division of
the 1st Corps will advance and take the Corps
cbjective without reference to the advance of
the divisions on right (91st Div., 5th Corps) and
on the left (28¢h Div,) The division will be
prepared to advance from the Corps objective at
H plus 5 hours, assist the 91st Div., of the 5th
Corps in reducing the Bois de Moncy and Le Petit
Bois,

(B) The 1lst Infantry Brigade will attack on
the left: the 2d Brigade on the right. Regiments
from left to right will be 1éth Inf,, 18th Inf,,
28th Inf,, 26th Inf. Yor interior 1limits be-
tween brigade and regiments, see attached sketch.

(C) For objectives, see attached sketch.

3. USE _OF TROOPS

(A) Normal formations will be used. Exterior
third line battalions in Division Reserve -
interior third line bettalions in Brigade Reserve.

=18=



One company frou the first and second line
battalions of the left regiment (16th Inf.) will
be designated by the C.0. 16th Inf, for comtat
patrol duty up the wvalley of the Aire River.
The coupanies of the 16th Infi. designated for
patrol duty will insure liaison with the 28th
Division and will clear the woods et Mne, des
Granges of all hostile machine guns., The 16ith
Inf., in advancing along the broad plateau west
of Bxerment, will advance with wide intervals
and distances between all elements in order to
avoid enemy artillery fire from the heights to
the north and northwest.

The 26th Infantry will assist the 9lst
Division in taXking the Bols de MOncy and le Petit
Bois by having strong combat patrols on its right
flanks, advancing straight ahead in the zone of
the Eéf{h Infantry to insure the flanking out of
the enemy 1in these positions.

The jumping-off line in the attached
sketch is a line 200 meters in front of which the
barrage starts at H-5 mins. The leading battalions
will not form up on this jumping-=off line but
will throw out a screen to cover and mark the
Jumping=off line. The screen must be sufficient
to amply mark the jumping=-off line. This screen
will be in place by midnight D-1/d. The leading
elements will cross the jumping-off line at H

-19-



hour. As soon as the artillery barrage 1ifts
from the front of the Corps objective, strong
combat patrols will be pushed to the front to
maintain contact with the enemy.
(B) ARTILLERY

The artillery will put down a deep barrage
200 meters in front of the jumpingeoff line at
H=-5 minutes, At H=-hour this barrage will 1ife,
advancing at the rate of 100 meters in four min-
utes., The bakrage will halt 30 minutes 200 nmeters
in front of the first and second objectives. A
etanding bvarrage will be put dowm in front of
the Corps objective and then will cease,

Yo 5 shells {lethal gas) will be used
freely on favorable targets and under favorable
weather conditions.

Fire with these shells will cease the
following periods of time before the area is to
be occupied by our troopsi

Wooded areas and deep ravines==-=3 hours
Open areas = = = = = = = = = = = 1 hour

The artillery will move forward by eche-
lons to protect the attack as it progresses.

Two pieces of 758 will be placed under
the command of each leading Infantry Battalion
gopmander for use as forward guns.

(C) MACHINE GUNS “
Machine gun companies attached to first and

_second line-infantry battalions will accompany

=20~



their battalions by bounds, keeping in close
liaison with the Infantry Battalion Commenders.
Machine gun companies of the third line
battalions, including the Division Reserve Bat-
talions, will be placed under orders of the
Brigade Commanders and used to fill in gaps and

protect the flanks of the Brigades,

(D] DIVISION RESERVES
The battalion of the 16th Infantry in
Division Reserve will advance at H plus 1 hour
30 minutes to the Charpentry-Eclisfontaine Road
where 1t will halt and await orders.

The battaliorn of the 26th Infantry in
Division Reserve will conform to the movements
of the 26th Infantry and follow in normal forma-
tion in regimental zone.

Lisison officer will report to G=3 by
H « 1 hour. R

1lst Eachine Gun Battelion will remain in
place ready to move at a moment's notice. Liaison
"officer will report to G-3 by H - 1 hour.

(B] ZIANES
Two companies of Tanks (6 platoons = 30
tanks) ere st the disposal of this Division.
They will be deployed across the Division front
with one platoon generally in front of one regi-

ment of Infantry and two supporting platoons

generally -deployed at-the right-and left of .. ...
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their repsective Brigade exis. In addition one

compeny = two platoons or three if the tanks

P
are available, will accompany the thirg” ceMclon)
S

of Infantry and assist In mopping up.

The particular mission of tanks is %o
attack strong points and machine-gun nests, to
asgist the advance of the Infantry. The tanks

! i I asin
in reserve the Infantry in mopp
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Then the tanks attached to the 16th Infan-

\l

try on the left reach the northern edge of the
Bois de Montrebeau, they will nove by the right
flank in the zone of the 18th Infantry and will
assist the 18th Infantry from that tinme on.

(F) AIR SERVICE

Observation Squadron No 1 is attached to
the Division and will have the Infantry command
plane in the air at all times which will ecall
for the staking out of the line on various ob-
jectives, and two Artillery planes in the air
at 8ll times to designate targets for the Artil-
lery.

Balloon Company Mo 2 is attached to this
Division and will maintain liaison with the Ar-
tillery and G=3 at all tines.

(G) GAS_TROOES

Company €, 1st Gas Regiment, will assis?t
the advance of the Infﬁntry hg placing smoke
screens along the southern edge of -the Bols de

Montrebesu from H-F to H plus 30 minutes.

20w
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(H) CAVALRY
Provisional Squadron, 24 Cavalry, attached
40 this Division will remain in place ready to
move on 30 minutes! notice,
Lisison cffiodr will report to G=3 by H -
1 hour.
(I) BLHGINEERS
18t Regiment of Engineers will be in Divi-
slon Reserve 1 km southeast of Very ready to move
at H = 1 hour. Liaison officer will be at G=3
from H = 1 hour.
4, LIAISON  (See Appendix 1)
Axis of Ligison = Cheppy=Charpentry-
Chaudron Fme - Exermont - Sommerance - Allipont.

5. SUPPLY, COMUNICATION and EVACUATION
(See appendix 2)

Orders will issue from G=l.

6. POSTS OF COIMAND

lst Division = Cheppy

Divisional Artillery = Cheppy

1st Brigade = Charpentry

2d Brigade = Very

1st Corps - Southern edge of woods on
Les Cotes de Forimont,

28th Divieion = La Forge

91st Divieion = Epinonville.

7. GBNERAYL, INSTRUCTIONS

The Infantry is again cautioned to stake
out the front line when called for by airplane.
Commanding officers will impress upon their troops

that this staking ig vital for their owm safety,
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(41) Records,
Yol. III.

Attention is called to the enployment
by the enemy of 9Y7a in his advance line.

The Infantry will te deployed in depth
and this depth employed, not to thicken the ad-
vanece line, but to pass through the advance line
or maneuver to the flank.

Infantry Brigade, Reglmental and Battalion
Commanders will particularly guard agairnst mixing
of units by constant reinforcement of the front
line.

When serlous resistance iz encountered by
the leading battalions, flanking methods will
be emplioyed and full use made of the 75s, 37 mm
guns, Stokes mortars and machine guns.

Artillery informetion officers will accom-
pany advance battalign commanders to insure close
liaison between the Infantry lines and the sup-

porting Artillery.

By cormand of Major General Summerall:

J. N. Greely,
Distribution: Chief of Staff, " (41)
(Omitted; there
were 56 copies)

On October 3d, & memorandun was issued by

Division Headquarters, which ahnounced D day and H
hour as 5:25 A. M., Octover 4, 1913 and eamong other
things, had the artillery barrage come down at H hour
instead of H minus 5 minutes, as originally ordered

end the smoke screen/commence at H hour end continue

KN PR
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for five minutes. It also changed the misgion of the
1st liachine Gun Battalion by having it fire success-
Tully on Montreteau Woods and Fme des Granges, from
the ridge that lies about one kilometer southwest of
Chaudron Farm. (42)

The eastern boundery of the division was a
line running northwest frowm a point about 100 yards
west of Tronsol Farm 4o Hil1l 292 and the western
boundary was the road running north to Fleville. The
boundary between brigades was shown on the map as
follown: Western edge of Very - Exermont - Hill 240 -
Sommerance.) The boundery between the 26th Infamtry
agé iie 28th Infantry was as follows: Point in Rau de
Carovaux north of road junction about 500 yards north-
east of Very - Serieux Farm - western slope of Hill
212 - opening in the Le Petit Rois Woods - Hill 240
and the Fme d'Arietal = bend in Sommerance - Landres
et Bt., Georgee Road 900 yards northeast of Sommerance.
The boundary between the 16th Infantry end the 18th
Infantry was ordered as follows: Point in the ravine
de Very about 900 yards suuthwest of Very - point on
1.'Esperance - Serieux Fme. Road 400 yards west of
Chaudron Fme. = Point 1000 yards west of Hill 240
(Montrefagne) = point in Rau de Rance about 900 yards
west of Sommerance. (43)

The line of departure extended from the Eols
Cummunal de Baulny to Chaudron Farm and L'Esperance.

(44)
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¢ 184,

(47) Themas,
p 261.

(48} First
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p 180,

The first objective for the attack wos a line
passing along the northern edge of Montrebeau, the
gecond, a line running slong the base of ghe northern
slope of Hill 240 (lMontrefagne) and the third, was
the Corpa cbjective which was a line passing north of
Fleville, (45)

It was thought that the left brigede would
have trouble in advancing due to enfilade fire fron
the Argonne Forest. (46)

Subsequent tc the issuance of Field Order

* No, 47, Headquarters, First Division, the 9lst Divi-

s

sion onfthe left of the First Division was relieve

L]

by the 64th Brigade of the 324 Division. (47) Th
battalions of the four infentry regiments were dis-
posed from front to rear as follows:

26+th Infantry:

lst EBEattalion, in assault.

2d Battalion, in regimental reserve,

3d Battalion, in divieion reserve.
28th Infantry:

3d Battalion, in assault.

l1st Battalion, in regimental reserve.

24 Battalion, in brigade reserve.
18th Infantry:

3d Battelion, in assault.

24 Battalion, in regimental ressrve.

1st Battalion, in brigade reserve.
16th Infantry:

34 Battalion in assault.

24 Battalion, in regimental reserve.

18t Battalion, in division reserve. (48)

THE FICHT
As per schedule, the barrage came down 200
meters in front of thez line of departure at 5:25 A, M,

on the merning of October 4th, remeined standing for
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(49) First
Division,
pp 186,187,

(50) First
Divieion,
p 189,

five minutes and then moved at & rate of 100 reters

in four minutes. There were only eighty-four 75s

and eighf of these had been allotted to the four lead-
ing battslions, and the front was some 5000 yards in
extent, so that the barrage was thin, but otherwise
superbly executed,

No sooner had the American barrage begun than
the enemy barrage came down and along with it wither-
ing fire from machine guns from nests in front of the
positions and extending as far back as the crest of
the north side of the Exermont Ravine, (49)

When the leading battaliocns crossed the line
of departure it was falrly dark and foggy. This was
an adrventage that was made the mogt of in getiing the

lines forward, but it was a condifioen that lasted only

to mount in great numbers.

Yn the right, the right regiment of the 2d
Brigade,nthe 26th Infantry, with its lst Battalion in
asgault, received fire from the right flank as well
as from the front and the going was hard from the
start. Hand to hand fighting ensued and it was with
the greatest difficulty that the assault battalion
reached the first objective about a half an hour after
the escheduled time. (50) The second and third line
battalions had been caﬁéht in the enemy barrage, and
had suffered heavy casualties. The regimental pozt of
command had muvedxgiﬂ vicinity of Very to immediately

(51) Mwenty-Sixth in the rear of the 1ine of departure. (51)

Infentrr,
p 635.

2

h-.......,__._ e - s



TS

IR T TR

i li"\__

f
{

(52) First
Division,

pp 187-189,

(53) First
Divigion,

p 190.

The left regiment of the 2d Brigade with iis
3d Battalion in assault, met considerable difficulty
in reaching the first objective, az 1t was subjected
to very heavy machine gun fire from the vicinity of
Exermont Ravine as well in addition %o direct and in-
direct artillery fire from German batteries on the
northern slope of that same ravine, It was alsc late
in reaching the first objective. (52)

The 1st Brigade on the left net heavy.machine
gun fire and artillery fire from the start. The 18th
Infantry suffered particularly from machine gun fire
from the Montrebeau Woods, while the 16th Infantry was
met by decimating fire from the Argonne Forest on 1ts
left flank and from the front. The formation used
was the same as in the 2d Brigade, regiments abreast
the 18th on the right, each regiment in colummn of
battanlions. The fighting in Montrebeau Woods was ex=-
tremely Bevere as the enemy had organized the woods in
depth and made & very stubborn resistance. Due to the
fog the 2d Battelion, 18th Infantry closed on the 3d
Battalion, which was the assault battalion and assault-
ed in line with it. (53)

After reaching the first objective, which
meant that it had pushed through the entire German
outpost system, the division had the formidable Exer-
mont Ravine to cross. South and north of this ravine
were the enemy's main line of resictance and his sup-

port line, respectively. He wac -fighting savagely



(54) First
Division,
map.
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end had made the First Division pay heavily for its
advance. In his support line were numerous machine
gun nests and batteries of light artillery which were
using direct fire against the Americans. La Neuville
de Compte and Beuaregard Farms which were highly or-
ganized areas were on this line and were in the zone
of action of the 28th Infantry. Beyond the suoport
line were many terrain features that were utilized by
the Germans to the utmost, among them being Hill 212
end the Fme D'Arietal in the path of the 26th Infantry
and Hill 240 (Montrefagne) in the zones of action of

the 28th Infantry and the 18th Infantry. Cutting into

the Exermont Ravine at Exermont and extending northeast

in the direction of Fme D'Ariegtal lay a deep bare
valley. To the west of it was the formidable Hontre-
fagne, and on the east Hill 212, while on 1ts western
slope at & distance of about 400 yards from Exermont
and directly north of the village was an organized
trench area. This,too lay in the zone of action of
the 28th Infantry. In additicn to the features men=
tioned there were woods such as the Bois de Boyon on
the southern slopes on Montrefagne and the Petit Bois
not to mention many small patches of woods that were

organized by the enemy. (54)
In advancing to the first objective, the lat

Battalion of the 26th Infantry had been badly shot up

and somewhat disorganized, s¢ the 2d Battalion was
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passed through it, The division on the right had
made:;rﬂgress thus causing all of the battalions of
the 26th Infantry to come under flenking fire as the
advance progressed. THls situation was met by extend-
ing the front and refusing it, so that when after nost
viciuﬁa hand to hand fighting the advance erossed the
Exermont Ravine and secured its northern slope in the
regimental zone, the 2d and lst Battalions had become
intermingled. Great cdifficulty wes encountered in
clearing out e smell patoh of woods that lay on the
northern 'slope ol the Exermont Ravinc at the extreme
right of the division boundary. The advence had been
greatly aided when La Neuville le Compte and Beauregard
Farms also on the northern slope of the Exermont Ravine
were reduced by the 28th Infantry. Vhen night fell,
the 26th Infantry had nct reached the second objective
but had crossed the Exermont Ravine and held a line
that ran approximately as follows from right to left:
A point on the division boundary about 200 yards north-
west of Tronsol Farm, where it was in contact with the
324 Division, thence northwest along tha.divisinn bound-
ary to & point about 200 yards southeast of Hill 200
then west along the northern slope of the Exermont
Ravine to La Neuville le Compte Farm where it was in
contact with the 28th Infantry. (55)

The 28th Infantry in moving forward from the

first objecctive came under intense machine gun fire

e g AR e T T S

- from the Le Neuville Lé Compte end Besuregara Farms

as well gs from an enemy battery lecated on the northern
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the Exermont Ravine, were used in firing barrage
missions and et various targets. (57)

In leaving the first objective, the 2d and
3d Battalions of the 18th Infentry which were assault-
ing in line, came under intense artillery and machine
gun fire as they pushed their way down the open slfOpes
of the Exermont Ravine, At this place they became
a target for the artillery in the Argonne Forest and
were deluged with shell and nachine gun fire from
the bald spur af Hill 240 (Montfagne) that jutted into
he Exermont Ravine., Casualties were frightful and
a much depleted line reached the southern slope of
Yontrefagne. BSome elements pushed on to the top of
the hill, but they were submitted tc such terrific
fire converging on them that they fell back tc the
southern slope of the hill, At nightfall the regi-
ment was disposed as follows: the 2d and 3d Battelions
in the front line, the 3d Battalion being in front
of Hont e#;fﬁm the 1lst Battalion whieh was in
hrig(f?\waﬂ on thﬁ gorthern slope of Montrebesu with
two companies north of the Exermont Ravine, These
were placed there to protect the left of the regiment,
(58) It was in contact with the 28th Infantry on its
right and the 16th Infantry cn its left.

On the extreme left of the division, the 16th
Infantry attacking with its 3d Battalion in assault,
pushed on after the first objective had been reached,
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slope of Exermont Ravine., Suffering heavy casuslties
and after a desperate acdvance across the open and down
the ravine, the 28th Captured the—bstieny-awt the
battery of artillery and the fortified positions of
La Neuville le Compte and Beauregard Farms, After
p&usiﬁh the first objective, when it was seen that the
barrage could not be followed, the regiment used the
7th Field Artillery which was in liaison with it as
did the 26th Infantry on the right. By nightfa1ll, al-
though it did not reach the second objective, it was
across the Exermont Ravine, and wes connected up wich
the 26th Infantry on the right and the 18th Infantry
on its left. The 3d Battalion held the front line;
the 1st Battalion, which was in regimental reserve dug
in along the line of the first objective and 24 Bat-
talion halted for the night near the line of departure,
(56) First (56)

Divieion,

p 191. YWhen it became evident that the 2d Brigade
was having difficult going, the 1lst Machine Gun Bat-
talion was placed at the disposal of the Commanding
General, 2d Brigade. The 3d Machine Gun Battalion,
lecs @ompanies "B" and "D", which were attached to
battalions in the 26th and 28th Infantries, respective-
ly, was employed as a tactical unit. At one stage
of the fight 1t dellivered direct fire on what appeared
to be an enemy battalion of infantry,causing it to
retreat., The lst Mochine CGun Battalion operated with

the 34 Machine Gun Battalion and together after reaching

--------- T~
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followed the barrage, crossed the Exermont Ravine and
stormed the trenches north of thot plaoce. A detach-
ment had cleaned out the Granges Farm. All of this
in the face of galling fire from the heights of the
Argonne Forest . Continuing the assault, the leading

elements entered Flevlille, which was the day's objec-
tive. The town was cleared but in accordance with
ingtructions from the division it was not held, a
line some 600 yvards south of the towvn on the reverse
slope of & ridge was selected and the 3d Battalion dug
in at 1:00 P. M. The 16th Infantry was the only ele-
ment in the American army that reached its objective
that day. The battalion wos far in advance of the
troops on its right and left and was subjected to
terrific shelling, The casvalties had been extremely
heavy: two officers and two hundred men were left of
the twenty officers and eight hundred men that had
jumped off that morning., By nightfell the regiment
wae disposed as follows: the 3d Battalion held &
line 600 yards south of Fleville, and was connccted
with the 18th Infantry én its right and in direct
contact with the 28th Division on its left. The 2d
Battalion in regimental reserve, dug in on the morth-
ern aiupe of the Exermont Ravine while the lst Bat-
talion, in division reserve, was in position east of
Charpentry. The lst Engineers sent forward working
parties and entrenching tools to make the position

of the 3d Battalion secure. (59)



(60) First
Divieion,
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(61) First
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(62) First
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{ 63) Records,
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1918,

he work of the artillery was at all times
splendid throughout the day, and as soon as the first

objective was crossed it moved forward by echelons

‘80 a5 to closely support 1lts infantry. Great tean-

work was displayed by the infantry and artillery, each
having the greatest of respect for the other's prowess.
Communication was excellent throughout the day. (60)

Conpany C, lst Gas Regiment, had rendered
effective a2id in placing a smoke screen or Montrebeau
Woods, but soon lost heavily and was badly handicapped
for subsequent operations. (61)

The Tanks suffered 847 casuslties in personnel
and there were only three tanks remmining at the end
of the day. The five that had gallantly plunged into
the Exermont Ravine were all destroyed by shell fire,
Companies B and C of the 345th Tank Ballalion with
gixteen tanks preceded the 2d Brigade while Company C
of the 344th Tank Battelion with a 1ike number of tanks
were in front of the lst Brigade. Company A, 344th
Tank Battalion wes in reserve. They had been very
effective in helping the infantry reduce machine gun
neats, but were knocked out by artillery fire early
in the day. (62) !

T he enemy alr service was very active through-
out the day. (63)

In summing up the day's gains, it will be seen
that the right brigade had advanced sbout two kilometers
whils the left reglaent of the lelt Trigade Lad asd-

vanced four kilometers and had reached the Corps
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objective., The division had penetrated the eneny
outpost and main line of resistence and although it
had suffered severe casualties, i1t was in excellent

shape to advance. (64)

THE ATTACK OF OCTOEER 5th

THE TERRAIN

The terrain in front of the division has al-
ready been discussed, however, there were one or two
features that may need amplification. In front of
the 26th Infantry lay Hill 212 with woods covering

its reverse slope and extending in a southeasterly

‘direction towards Hill 200, which was on the extreme

right of the division boundary. There was a little
patch of woods directly south of Hill 212, but apart
from this cover the advance would have to be made in
the open, YNorth of Hill 212 there was an open ravine,
on the northern slopes of which were heavy woods, and
at the head of which was the strongly fortified Fme
d'Arietal. BEBeyond this farm and slightly to the n;rth-
west of Hill 212 lay the awe-inspiring Hill 272, which
was heavily wooded. (65)

In the zone of the 28th Infantry lay an open
valley extending in a northeasterly direction into

the zone of the 26th Infantry. Located #n the north-

ern alupe of this véllarmabauﬁ Eﬁu”f#}da f Exermont

was a heavily constructed trench system, with open

approached. On the left was Hill 240 ﬂlﬁntrefagnn],

 ar
[
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with the Boils de Boyon extending down to these
trenches. Beyond Montrefagne wos Le Petit Bois ter-
minating in an abrupt shoulder of Hill 272.

In front of the 18th Infantry lay the major
portion of Montrefagne, with the Bois de Boyon on its
southern siupe. Between the front line of the 18tn
Infantry and this woods lay an open clearing and be-
yond Montrefagne and the woods on its northern slope
wae an open sbace some 1000 yards in depth, broken
bty patches of woods., On the extrems right of the

zone was a system of trenches, (65)

OPPOSIIIG FORCES

The Germans were iﬁ contact 211 along the
division ¥ront aﬂd wgre showing stubborn resistance.
The enemy artillery had been splendidly handled and
his machine guns cleverly sited. He had lost heavily

during the day, but was receiving reinforcements.

e T

he First Division had suffered heavilf“in
advancing.' At least half of its infantry battalions
had been in assault and all of the reserve battalions
except the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, in division
reserve, had sustained heavy losses, There were only
three tanks laft ef.tha“forty-aE?eﬁ originally asséign-
ed, while all of the accompanying guns had been put
out of action. The troope, however, were well in hand,
moralée was high and there was a grim determination

throughout the division to win at all costs. (67).
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Field Order No 48, Headquarters, First Divi-
gsion, October 5, 1918, prescribed among other things
the objectives. The first two objectives were placed
with a view of getting the 2d Brigade and the 18th
Infantry on line with the 16th Infentry. The third
objective was to be made by the entire division for
the purpgse of advancing the line to the Corps ob-
jective, (68) The first objective was a line from the
crest of Montrefugne to the northern slope of Hill
212: the second, a line from the line held by the
16th Infantry to the base of the northern slope of
Hill 272, (69) and the third extended from a point

Just north of Eleville to the edge of the woods north

of the Cote de Maldah and generally along the

|
de Romagne. (70) The right front for the division

was extended after the first objective to include the

road running. east. fres through the Bois

weatermn edge of the Bois de Moncy, which had been or-
ganized by the enemy. (71)

The order further planned that the infantry
halt for two hours on each of the first two objec-
tives, and that the third line battialions of the 2d
Brigade would pass through the front line battalions
and take the second objective, when the first objec-
tive had been reached. The OGomuanding @fficer, 26th
Infantry, was directed to detail two companies to

gseize ghd hold +ho western edge of the. RBois de lionoy.
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when advancing from the second objective, in order

ivision. (72)

=

to protect the right flank of the
The artillery was ordered to put down a heavy
concentration fPr 15 minutes previous to H hour, and
a rolling barrage advancing at the rate of 100 nmeters
every four minutes was to be placed 200 nmeters in
front of the infantry up to the first objective.
There it was to place heavy concentrations between the
first and second cbjeati?es during the two hour halt
of the infantry. Similar fires were planned Ior the
advance 4o the second objective, (73)
The 1st Battalién, 16th Infantry and the lst
Uachine Gun Eattalion were ordered to remain in place
while the 34 Battalion, 26th Infantry was released
from divisionel reserve to its regimental commander.
H hour was announced as 6330 A, M., October 5, 1918,

(74)
THE FIGHT

On the right, the 1st Battalion, 26th Infan-
try, moved off on scheduled time and suffering heavy
casualties from both artillery and machine gun fire
cleared the crest of Hill 212 and the woods beyond,

It was reorganized and passed through by the 3d Bat-
talion which had been.in divisien reserve. Thig
Yattallon came under heavy fire from the Boiles de Moncy

on the right, from the woods on the left and from the

organized positions at Fme d'irietal. By infiitration
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and by the masterly use of the supporting artillery
but principally because the Bois de lioncy had been
secured by two companies of the lst Battalion, the
Fie d'Arietal was taken. The battalion was unable to
advance much beyond this point, as it came under
decimating fire from Hill 272, which lay some 500
yards to its front. Here it dug in for the night,
connected on the right with the two companies of the
1st Battalion that had ecaptured the western edge of
the Bois de Monecy and on the left with the 28+th In-
fantry. Thus the 26th Infantry was compelled to again
refuse its right flank. (75)

Vhen the two companies of the 26th Infantry
attacked due east and captured the organized positicns
in the western edge of the Bois de Monecy, 2 patrol
was sent to Hill 269 about 1 kilometer east of the
right boundary of the division in the Bois de lloncy.
Its western slope was reyoréad as not being held,
with the result that the brigade commander sent a
detachment to occupy it., The German lines facing
the 324 Division lay several hundred yards south of
the hill. Quite a number of prisoners were captured
when passing the hill in attempting +o reach their
lines., Its progpt seizure saved a costly assault
later.on. (76)

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry led the

assault on the morning of the 5th. It came under

LR
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were located on the western slope of a decp valley
and lay directly in front of them, as well as fire
from the direction of Montrefagne and Hill 212, on
the right. With dogged determination it forged ahead
and took the trenches and in conjunction withthe 18th
Infantry on 1ts left, assaulted and took Montrefagne.
Here it was passed through by the 2d Battalion, which
had been in brigade reserve. This battalion advanced
the line about 300 yards north of Montrefagne where
it was stopped by withering fire from Hill 272 mnd
was subjected to terrific artillery fire and fire from
ninenwerfers. (77)

The depleted 3d Battalion of the 16th Infantry
waich had fought s¢o gallantly the day before was se=-
lected to make the assault to the first objective.

In conjunction with the 28th Infantry on the right it
fought its way to the top of the Montrefagne, in

spite of converging artillery fire that ripped and
tore Ables through the lines and feroclous machine gun
fire from the hill itself, manned by a bitter enemy
who elected to fight to the bitter end. The advance
was continued beyond the crest but when the low grpund
at the base of Montrefagne was reaahed.it was held up
by artillery and machine gun fire. The battallon then
dug in on the left of the 28th Infantry., (78)
Wmuﬁqﬁmfuring E?a entire day, the 1l6th Infanﬁfy on
the axtréﬁﬁ iéht' s exposed to well-directed artil-

lery fire and suffered many casualties, (79)
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The artillery assisted the infantry at every
turn and received heavy casualties., Gun crews,
calssons and ammunition dumps were blown up by the
eneny, but as usual in this division the artillery
lived up to its record as one of the principal players

on thisl great team that was the First Division. (80)
THE RESULTS

As a result of the day's fighting the Argonne
Forest was flanked and the areh cracked. All the
infantry was now on line with the 16th Infantry. (81)
Contact with the 26th Division was meintained during
the night by the 161l Infentry but contaect with the
324 Division on the right was not maintained. In
flanking the Argonne Forest the way was paved for
the 82d Division to strike the northeastern end of
the forest which they did in a most brilliant mamer.
(82) The 324 Division on the right which had been
unable to advance on the previous day, gallantly ad-
vanced their line from the vicinity of Tronsol Farm
to Bois de la Morine, Its advance was due to the
advance of the First Division., Another result of the
advance of the First Division was the consolidation
of its position by the 28th Yivision on the left,
which had advenced with the First Division on the pre-
vioue day. (83)

IHREE DAYS OF WAITING (OCTOBER 6th, 7th and 8th)
For the nexg tﬁree days, ln compliance with

orders from the 1st Corps no advance was to be made
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by the division, but any ground vacated by the enemy
was %o be occupied, There was & constant rain of
shell and infantry fire on the front lines, while
the rear areas and the artillery were subjected %o
heavy concentrations of gas and high explosive, (84)

On October 6th, an attempt was made by the
26th Infantry to infiltrate in the direction of Hill
272 from the vicinity of the Fue d'Arietal but with-
out success. When an attempt was made to advance around
the eastern end of the hill by the 3d Battalion, 26%th
Infantry, it was met by an enemy force estimated as
regiment in the act of launching a counterattack, This
was successfully met and the enemy routed. (85)

The 1lst Engineers on the night of the 6-7th
began to construct a defensive line from Serieux Farm
to Chaudron Farm and the 7th Field Artillery moved to
Le Neuville le Compte Farnm,

A detachment from the 32d Division on the
right, passing ghrough the zone of the 26th Infantry,
were conducted to the western slope of Hill 269 where
it relieved the detachment of the 26th Infantry on the
night of October 6-7th, During the same night a bri-
gaie of the 82d Division entered the zone of the First
Division with a view of making a flanking movement on
the Argonne Forest the next morning from the left
boundary of the First Division, (80)

Contact with the 324 Divisian was maintained

during the same night by a mixed goat ahuut orie mile
h SESRE
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northeast of Hill 212, The line held by the 3j2d
Division was about 400 yards east of this post.
Direct cnntact was had with the 28th Division just
south of Fleville. (87)

Early on the morning of the 7th, the Trigade
of the 82d Division assaulted from the line Feville -
La Forge due west with the mission of capturing the
two hills that dominated the eastern edge of the
Argonne Forest, Hills 180 and 223. Their succeas in
capturing these during the day relieved the terrific
artillery concentrations that had been sc¢ galling to
the First Division and was instrumental in causing the
relief of the so-called "Loat Battalion" in the Argonne
Forest. (88) The 6th Field Artillery supported the
attack of the brigade of the 824 Division. (89)

In accordance with Field Order YNo. 46, Head-
quarters, lst American Army, the First Division was
relieved at 5300 P, 1, on Octcober 7, 1918, from the
1st Corps and attached to the Fifth Corps. Field Order
No. 64, Headquarters, Fifth Corps, dated October 7th,
attached the 362d Infantry of the /9lst Division to
the First Pivision and ordered the right boundary of
the First Division to include Hil1l 269 and Tuillerie
Farm. It did not change the left boundary. (90) The
3624 Infantry was placed in division reserve in the
Les Bouléaux Eois. The purpose of this extension to
the eastward was to assist the 32d Diviegion on the

right in cleaning up the Bois de Hamagne, the Le Petit

Bois and HALL 263. (91) -
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During the night of October 7-8th, the 1st
Battalion, 1st Engineers, with Company B, lst la-
chine Gun Battalion, was placed under the command of
the Oommanding General, 2d Brigade, Under orders of
the brigade coumander, 1t moved from Tronsol Farm
where it had been assembled to the relief of two com=
panies of the 324 Division which were holding two
knobs on the western slope of Hill 269, It received
some casualties from shell fire in advancing up the
hill but the relief was completed by 5:30 A, i, of

(92) First Divi- the 8th. (92) The enemy held the top of the eastern

sion, pp

203,204; slope. g

KMonwnents "
Commission During the same night liaison between the 26th
P 4.

Infantry and the two companies of the 32d Division oc-
cupying the western slope of Hill 269 was maintained
(93) Monuments although a gap of about 400 yards separated them. (93)
Commission
B ks On October 8th, at about 3:00 P, M. just as
the 3d Battalion, 26th Infantry was about to advance
against the top of Hill 272 and the 2d Battalion of the
pame regiment was getting reach to advance to the
east of it, observers on Hill 212, reported a body of
troops coming from the edge of the woods south of
Hill 263 and another group advancing north of Hill
272. The two battalions of the 26th Infantry assisted
i . by the 7th Field Artillery end the 1st and 3d Machine
ﬁ mm Gun Battalions from the viciﬁit;.:‘_ of Hill 212, 'ﬂ‘hﬂ‘ M‘f{m}i
directed their fire against the troops coming from

4ke dirvestion .of Hill 263 and the 5th Field Artillery ...
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whe reached the troops coming from Hill 272, broke
up the attack but were themselves unable to advance,
During the day orders for the attack for the

following day were received, (94)

THE ATTACK OF OCTOQEER Sth

THE TERRAIN

The division, though much diminished in
strength, was possessed ol one great advantage that it
did not have at the beginning of the battle, namely,
good observation. The possession of Hills 212 and 240
(liontrefagne) were of incalculable value. t still
had hard going ahead of it, Hill 272 was the dominat-
ing feature with Hill 263 a close second. TFor the
victory to be complete it must smash its way through
the dense woods that lay to right of its zZone of ad-
vance as well as these formidable hills., In front of
the right brigade lay the Le Petit Bois culminating
in the high Hill 263 and Hill 272 that had so far
defied all efforts to capture it. In front of the
left brigade in addition to the orgenized trench sys-
tem northeast of Fleville, was Hill 176 and many patches
of woods, (95)

OPEOSING FORCES ..

‘Hhila the First Piviesion had met some 01(11.1.3
baat truups and dislodged them, there was no let-up in
the determinaticn of ghe Garmaﬂ! %0 give up an inch of

i s
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ground. His orders were to hold to the last. If he
could keep the Americans from breaking the famous
Kriemhilde Stellung, there might be a chance for the
Vaterland. (96) The enemy was in contact all along
the front of the First Division.

Considering the tools that the Piret Diviasion
had to work with on the eve of this attack, it is seen
that there is only one battalion that has not suffered
severe casualiies, the lst Battalion, 16th Infaniry.
The itanks haod been expended. The cther elements cf
the division had lost heavily while the 181lst Brigade
of the 9l1st Division which was attached to the division,
had only had two days! rest and had suffered many
casuelties, lorale of the highest order was present,
The men had been fed under great difficulties,but had
been fed., Communication and observation were in ex-
cellent shape but above all the division possessed the
fine attribute of perfect coordination and mutual re-
spect in all its arms and branches that made for team

play. (97)

THE ORDER

The mission of the First Division as given in
its Field Order No., 47, was as follows: "This division
with the 181st Brigade attached, as the left division
of the S5th Army Corps, while strongly covering its
front north of Hill 240, will attack in the direction
of Hi11 263 in_the Petit Bois and will assist the 324

-46-



|
|

Divieion by cleaning up the Le Petit Bois and the Bois
de Romagne, north of Hill 263", Thus it will be seen
that there was to be a decided shift to the right,

while the left of the diviesion boundary was now the

(98) First line Fleville - Somuerance. (98)
Division
p 204. The 1if)p from right to left was to be con-

stituted as follows: The 3615t Infantry of the 9lst
Divigion, attached t-n:l the Firast Division, was on the
extreme right and was ordered to holdeonon the right
f -~ flank of the 1lst Battalion, lst Engineers, who were
f@%[{{_‘}f—\r occupying Hill 269, weme—en—ibs—3efs, The 1st Batitalion,
{; o R“h;at Engineers was to be the pivot of the attack and
"-J * }#\‘ \ was given the mission of clearing the Bois de MHoney in
front of them., The 24 Brigade, with the 26th Infantry
on its right, and the 28th on its 1é¢ft, was to change
direction to the northeast and attack with its right
on the new division boundary Hill 269 - Tuilerie Farm
and its left on Hil11 272, The 1st Batialion, 16th
Infantry attached to the 18th Infantry for the purpose
of taking Hill 272, ﬁas next in line, and on its left
the rest of the 1st Brigade, from right to left, 18th
Infantry, 16th Infantry. In division reserve there was

to be the 263d Infantry, the 1st Battalion, 26th In-
fantry;.the 1st Machine Gun Battalion, and 2d Battalion

(99) First 1st Engineers. (99)
Division,
pp 204,205, The first objective was a 1line passing north

of Hill 272: the second a line passing north of the

Dois de Romagne and the Cote de Maldah.- For the-ad-
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(100)First
Division,

P 204=-205,

L] N

vance to the first objective, the assault battalions
of the 2d Brigade were to pass through the front line
battalions, and the lst Battalion of the 16th Infantry
through the 28th Infantry, After being passed through,
the first line battalions of the 24 Brigade were to
form at the Fme D'Arietal and Fme de St. Geruein.
Brigade comuanders were enjoined to organize positions
in depth along the line: Ridge west of Hil11 240 -
northern edse of woods north Jf Hill 212. (100)

The advance to the first objective was to te
behind a barrage placed 200 meters in front of the en-
tire front line. TFrom the first objective to the
gecond, the barrage was to be concentrated in order to
secure sufficient density in front of the 24 Brigade,
the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry and the lst Brigade
vinen they advanced successively.

8:30 A. M., October 9ta, was the hour set for

..the attacjg__g.i.ﬁ,lllat Army, (101) The 1st Bri=

gade was ordered to advance at H hour at the rate of
100 meters every three minutes, until H plus 15 min-
utes and then at the rate of 100 meters in 6 minutes.
The 2d Brigade and the left element of the 1lst Bat-
talion, 1st Engineers were to advance at H plus 22
minutes at the rate of 100 meters every 6 minutes.
After reachlng the first objective, the 1lst Brigade
was to halt, fennganiza and maintain liaison with the
2d Brigade, which was to halt for two hours at H plus
3 hours or 11:30 A; szgd;ance to the second ohjective.

8

~48-

r

1 = e
= feinl g T e ol by



o

itk e i A R

s e i e s e st

Next at H plus 4 hours and 50 minutes the 1lst Bate
talion, 16th Infantry, was %o advance to the second
objective, behind a rolling barrage. At H plus 6
hours and 20 minutes, the lst Brigade lese the lst
Battalion, 16th Infantry, wos to advance to the second
(102) Records, objective and there organize for defense. (102) One

Vol 111,

F.0. 49, of the reasons for this method of using the artillery
was the great length of the front,which was four kile-

meters long.
THE FIGHT

The morning of the 9th was extremely fogry,
and while this made it difficult 4o maintain direction,
it was an ideal protedtion agasinst machine gun fire.
Under cover of this fog, the 24 Brigade on the right
Jumped off at 8:52 A, M, and took Hill 263 on scheduled
time. The defense of the hill consisted of dispersed
machine gun nests which were taken by small groups
working around them. The hill was very steep and the
men had to pull themselves up by the bushes. Aided
by the fog and with the 155 Howitzers pounding the
ereste of Hill 272, the lst Battalion, 16th Infantry,
moved out at 8:30 A. M. toward their objective, the
nill that had withstood every previous assault. With
great dash and gallantry, after severe losses, 1t

carried the hill and was on the objective on time,

(103) First (103)
Division, :
pp- 208230, ~-Pea-24 Battalion, 18th Infantry on the left

o2 the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry came under terrific’



(104) First
ivision,
p 208,

(L05) First
Division,
p 209,

(106) First
Division,
» 209,

machine gun fire from patches of woods north of Hill
240, Finally one company in advancing around the Hill
176 outflanked +he enemy and the battalion resumed
its advance and reached the objective. Some of the
hardest fighting of the battle took place in this
assault. (104)

The 16th Infantry on the left of the First

5

Brigade arrived on the first ohjective as per schedule
and as usual with that gallant regiment, (105)

Vhile the rest of the troops were advancing
to first objectives, the 1st Battalion, 1lst Engineecrs
on Hi1l1 269, just es it was forming to cormence the
attack, was attacked by the Germans from the south and
east. The eneny succeeded 1n cepturing two machine
guns and some wounded men, In a smashing counterattack
the engineers recaptured their guns and wounded men
and fought their way to the first objective on time,
(106)

With all units on the first objective, the
attack comménced on scheduled time towards the second
objective, The 2d Brigade moved dowh the northern
slope of Hill 263 and cleared the enemy out of ite
zone of advance, The 2d Battalion of the 26th In=-
fantry, which was in assault broke up an enery counter-
attack that was threatening its advance. Next fol-
lowed the lst Battalion, 16+h Infantry which promptly
reached its objective, orgenizing a line south of the
Cote de Maldah. Vhen the barrage shifted agein and

she 1ot TBrisade veeocherd 1ts objective, which extended
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to the field works of the enemy northeast of Fleville,

and curved in a northeasterly direction to the'line

(107) First held by the 1lst Battalion, 16th Infantry. (107)
Division
P 210, The 361lst Infantry coumpletely cleared Hill

269 end orgenized a line along its northern slope,

With all the high hills behind it, the divi-
sion had now nesrly completed the cracking of the arch
thiat supported the German line, It had advanced its
line during the day about two kllometers, had captured
the last ol the dominant terrain features in its path,

It was enabled to advance its 788 tc¢ the line Fle-

(108) First ville - Hill 272, (108) At the end of the day's
Divieion
P 210. fighting the front line of the division was about as

follows: Hill 269 - northeast slope of Hill 263 -
northern edge ﬁf Je-Retlt Bois - wuqdqtng:thaynisfzgggﬁ

Gl T .-\--------I--""“"""II

“=$¥"Hi11 272 - Gexman trenches about one kilometer

north of Fleville. Contact with the 361lat Infantry
on the right wes meintained butnot with the 824

(109¥ Monuments Division on the left., (109)
Commission

p 6.

TEE EXPLOITATION (OCTOEER 10-11th)

FPor the next two daye in conformity with
orders from the 5th Corps, further advance was to be
made by exploitation. Bearing this in mind, patrols
were urdered forward to seiye key puint, followed by

S S Wb e B g et

ﬁhamhfttalinns nrd 1n t“iu manner the front line was

edvanced for sbout two kilometers without encountering



(110) First
Pivision
p 211,

(111) Pirst
Division,

serious resistance. In atteuwpting to advance further,
petrols came under heavy fire from the prepared enemy
positions south of Landres et St, Georges and St.
Georges. Here it was seen that a prepared assault
would be necescary for further advance and as the
Pirst Division was much reduced in strength and needed
g rest, the corps ordered it to hold the ground it
had geined pending a relief., (110)

The long expected relief came on the night

=+

- - 5 A 1m0 o .91 [ Ty o A 4
ef Qctober 1--."1{., -I-?.'L.E’ for all elaments of the Ti
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Divigion except the lat Artillery Brigesde and the 1s
Ammmunition Train. The division assemwbled near Cheppy
and then moved by marching to the Vavincourt Area
some 75 kllometers distant. There were no trucks
available to mo¥e the division out of the line, but
truecks were always available when the division had te
enter the line in a hurry. (111)

THE_FIRST FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE I SUPPORT OF
THE FORTYSECOND DIVISION, (OCTOEER 12=31, 1918)

Although worn out with constant service it
was deemed necessary by the higher command to have
the lst Artillery Erigade and the lst Anmunition Train
remein in support of the Forty-Second Division. It
helped prepare and cover the assault of that division
on the Kriemhilde Stellung in the vicinity of Landres
et St. Georges and participated in the preparation
for the great_sdvenge of Noveuber 1, 1918, vhich

awn
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(112) First
Division
p 219,

(113) Pirst
Divigion
Pp 211l=-213.

During this period the men had but three days' rest,
vhen skeleton crews were left at the guns and the

repainder of the personnel withdrawn to Cheppy. (112)

SUMMARY OF THE OPERATION

The First Division met and defeated elements
of eight German divisions, namely, the lst and 5th
Guard Divisions and the 28th, 37th, 4lst, 45th, 524,
and the 115th Divisions. The approximate atrength of
these units could not be determined. It is ceftain
that all of thern were greatly reduced in personnel
from the paper strength 7000 men Cerman division, At
no time during the attack did the enemy show any but
megt stubborn resistance. As an example of this, the
following quotation from a German regimentasl commander
who was captured on Hill 272 reads as followe: "I
received orders to hold my ground at all costs". (113)

The division advenced seven kilometers and
during the advance had both of its flanks exposed.

Its advance outflanked the Argonne Forest, making it
possible for the 824 Division to clear a portion of
1%, tﬁus causing the enemy to give up the position,
Thiz action of the First Division wse the indirsct - -
cause of the relief of the so-called "Lost Battalion®
of the 77th Division in the Forest, The advance also

cleared the positions to the east with the result that

smans . L e e e
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(115)

(216)

First
Divigion,
P 213.

Pirst
Diviasion
¥ 213

First
Division
P 213,

the German hold on the defemses immediately in front
of the Kriemhilde Stellung, his last organized de-
fensive position was forced, thus securing observation
and cover for future operations against that line, (114)

The division captured 28 officers, 495 non-
cormiissioned officers snd 924 enlisfed nen during the
eperation, The Germen losses In killed were very Breat
due to their stubborn defense. 13 field pieces, 10
trench nortars and large nunbers of machine guns,
rifles and ammunition were captured . (115)

The First Division lost in killed and wounded,
196 officers and 7324 men, the greatest number of
casualties it had received in any of its battles. (116)

The action of the division in this operation
won for it the proud distinetion of having & General
Order from the fommander=-in-Chief devotied execlusively
to its accomplishments. No other single division re-
ceived o separate general order during the war. This
order sums up the nission, accomplishments, and in
my opinion, the principal cause for its success which
is to be found in the fourth paragraph of the order
which is quoted in full:

G. H. Q.
ALERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

General Orders France, Nov, 19, 1918.
¥o, 201

1. THe Commander-in-Chief desires to make cof
record in the General Orders of the American Expedition-

ary Forces his oxirone satisfacition with the conduct
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of the officers and men of the First Division in 1its
advance west of the lleusze between October EEth and
11th, 1918, BDuring this peried the division gained

a distance of seven kilometers over a country which
represinted not only remarkable facilities for de-
fense, btut also great difficulties of terrain for the
oneration of our troops.

2. The division met with resistance fron
elements of eight hostile divisions, most of which
were first-class troops and some of which were coine
pletely rested. The enemy chose to defend his position
to the death, and the fighting was always of the most
desperate kind. Throughout the operations the officers
and men of the division displayed the highest type
of caﬁrage, fortitude and self-sacrifieing devotion
to duty. In addition to many enemy killed, the divi-
sion captured 1407 of the enemy, thirteen 77-mm field
guns, 10 trench mortars and numerous nmachine guns and
stores.

3. The success of the divisicn in driving a
deep advance into the enemy's terrltory enabled an
assault to be made on the left by the neighboring
divieion against the northeastern portion of the
Forest of Argonne and enhbled the First Divieion on
the right to outflank the enemy's poesition in Iront
of the enemy's position on that flank,

4. The Commander-ir-Chief hae ncted in this

division-e special pride of service and = high';tata
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cf morale, never broken by hardship or battle.

5. Thie order will Ye read to all organiza-

tions at the first assembly formation after its re-

CEiPtt
By command of GeneralPershing:
OFFICIAL:
ROEERT C. DAVIS, JAIES W, lcAlDREV,
(117). Frst Adjutant General. Chief of Staff. " (117)
Biv;aiun,
pp 366,367.
ANALYSIS AND CRITICISIL
To attempt to analyze the underlying prinei-

Ples involved in such an operation as thisz one was is

a difficult task, but it is even more difficult to
criticise, as is the case with nmost successful oper=
ations,

First, wae there a correct estinate of the
gitvation made by the division commander during the
initial and throughont 2ll stages of the operation?
The answer I believe, is decidedly wyes. The immediate
mission of the division was the relief of the 35th
Division. Upon learning of the lack of organization
in this diwvision, the divisicn commander ordered a
formation that met the situation, facllitated and pro=-
tected the departure of the 35th Division from the lines

and at the same time, disposed his own command for

(118) First the advance that was expected the next dey. (118)
Divigion
p 428, The mission of the division for the attack of

October 4th was the capture of the enemy positions be-

tween the front line of the First Pivision and a line

ek
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running north of Fleville., The effect of the capture
of this particular position, which meant that the Ger-
mans in the Argonne Forest would be forced to with-
draw, and its importance with relationship to the
organized positions in the vicinity of Landres et St.
Georges was undoubtedly clear to¢ the division conmander,
as was the necessity for flank protection for the

right flank. As the right division of the First Corps,

it wes natural that that corps would use the First

(119) First out the Argonne Forest. (119
Division
p.428, . The mission of the First Division when it w:

@

v

\ attached to the Firet Corps was now different. It

had outflanked the Argonne Porest =nd now wes called
(120) First upon to break the hold the enemy had to the east. (120)

Division,

p 439. After the attack of October 4, 1918, the imme-
diate mission of the division was tc get the right of
its 1ine abreast of its left. This was accomplished
by the advances of QOctober 5th.

In estimating the strength of the enemy and
of his dispositions, more resistance was expected on
the left of than on the right. The importance of the
Hontrebeau Woods and the Exermont Ravine and of Hill

1 272 was clearly foreseen and special preparations
nade for their reduction. {121) That the advance on
the right would meet more resistance than on the left

W —

was hardly dedueible from the uniform contact along
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With reference to the plan used there is no
question as to its effectiveness, in view of the suc-
cesaful outcome of the operation. Wheth;r or not it
was the best possible plan will remain a dedatable
question. Among other questions, there is the question
as to limited objectives which was a marked character-
istic of this plan. An excellent illustration occurred
on October 4th when the left regiment reached its
day's objective, while the regiments on its right were
over a kilometer behind it and while the. divisien on
its JeJ1 wos still farther behind. On the one hand,

he regiment was subjected to very heavy losses, but
on the other hand its advance without reference ¢

the units on its right and left enabled them to ad-
vance, Had the regiment not hall to stop on a definite
line, the chances are that it would have advanced
further and in that case it might have been completely
cut off from the rest of the division,

As to the formation used, brigades abreasgt,
regimente in column of battalions, no eriticiam can
be brought. This formation gave great depth to the
divisiunﬁﬁith the four rifle companies to the bat-
talion, gave & succeseclon ol Waves that were capable
of using the leap-frog method thus supplying a cone
stant freeh impulse to the assault. A discussion as
to the three rifle company battalions is out of place
as the organizatiaon.did not exist at that time, The

farmetion used by the First Division was the habitual

5
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(122) First
Division
¥ 207.

one used in all previous attacks and had the great
advantage of being thoroughly understood, which made
for eimplieity of execution.

The plan of having third line battalions in
divisional and brigade reserve wes a good one, in
view of the limited zone of action of the division,
These battalions were a0 placed that they could give
fresh iupulses to the front or protect an exposed
flank, The plan %o have them follow the second line
beattalions, as was the case of the Wattalion of the
26th Infantry was not, in my opinion, as sound as the
plan used with the other battalion in division re-
serve which was kept out of fire under cover, In the
former case, the casualties were a result of faulty
execution rather than of the plan.

Considering the use of reserves no criticism
can be found. One complete battalion, a twelfth of
the infantry strength was kept out of the fight until
the decisive moment came to expen t agalnst the
last great obstacle that stood il}‘ﬁ.}r of the progress
of the division - Hill 272. Other elements of the
divigion reserve were used in protecting the flanks
of the division. (122)

The plan adopt;d for the attack of October 9,
appears at first 4o have contemplated a piecemeal at-

tack. In enalyzing this plan it will be found that

elthoygh the advence from the first objective wes to

be made by fractions of the comnand successively from

i e



the right, that due to the comparatively short in-
tervals at which these successive attacks were launch-
ed that the movement by the enemy of his reserves
could not be made with sufficient rapidity to meet

the attacks. The plan alseo made admirable use of

the artillery by concentrating it successively in

(123) First front of the advancing element, (123)
Division,
7 439. I believe that lontrebeau Woods and Hill 240

Montrefagne could have been taken more easily had

they been assigned as a single mission to one regiment,
Their great extent and the narrownéss of the division
zone no doubt account for the fact that such was not
ordered.

The plan for the use of the artillery through-
out the entire operations, in my opinion, is beyond
criticism. The 6th Fileld Artillery in general sup-
ported the 1st Brigade while the 7th Field Artillery
supported the 2d Brigade. The 5th Field Artillery

(124) First (155mm howitzers) supported the entire division. (124)
Division
p 124. The plan for the use of the tanks, I consider

faulty. I believe that the tanks should not have pre-
ceded the infantry, as it was definitely suspected
that the Germans had 778 on the northern slopes of

the Execrmont Ravire, Had they been used after these
guns had been captured, I think that nore benefit

would have accrued to the division.
The form nf the field orders issued by the

o e divieicn ie .subjest to.some ariticiasm, I fhink thet
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(125) First
Diwvision

P 209.

(126) 264 Inf.
p 66

>

the five paragraph order would have been simpler.
Due to the narrowness of the zones, little
o.portunity existed for maneuver of any sort, where
stich space did exist it was used by the subordinate
commanders to advantage. Infiltration, however, was
one of the principal means of advancing the attack,
especielly in the latier phases. (125)
Communicationa had been previously developed
to 2 high degree in the division and wee very evident
in this operation., Higher commanders were in touch
with the executlion of the operation during all its
phases,
llachine guns, 37 millimeters and trench mortars
were used with very good success throughout the oper-
ation, (126)
In summing up the reasons for the success of
the operation, I think the following causes were largely
responsible for it: the highest type of leadership in

all grades, excellent communication, splendid tean-

work, & high state of morédle and the will to win,
LS80S

In terms of the Prineiples of War, the First
Division in the second phase of the leuse-Argonne of=

fensive, teaches many valuable lessons as follows:

(1) In overcoming every difficulty, in taking
every objective gssigned to it, in spite of terrific
hardships and extremely heﬁfy-lﬂssea. the First
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Divigion magnificently illustrnted the Prineiple of
the Offensive,

(2) 1In concentrating its efforts on points

} i/~  Joffering the greatest resistance, as was the case, for

T

4

: {( xample in the reduction of Hill 272, it displayed a
[\gi}r‘r"i% .

rful exemple of the Principle of the Objective,

(3) In having the 164h Infantry on the night
October 4=5th, with the zid of the 1st Engineers, dig
in, thus protecting the right flank of the divigion,
and in seizing the western edge of theBois de loncy,
and Hill 269, there was displayed the proper conception
of the Principle of Security.

(4) In launching the atteck in great depth
and forcing the maximum effort against the enery, a8
was the case in all of the attacke, fut especieslly in
the attack of the lst Battalion, 16th Infentry against
Hill 272, whieh was the principal obstacle to the
success of the division, there wes displayed the cor-
rect application of the Principle of Mass,

(§) The holding nut of the 1st Battalion,

HHHHH

i
16th Infantry, with a -wiew of using the gain a decision

A s AT

was the correct application of the Erinciple of the

sl
P

Economy of Force.

(6) The movement of the division forward under
cover of artillery barrages and concentrations and the
seizing of Hill 269 ere examples of the proper zpplica-
tions of the Frinclple of lovement. e

-£2-
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(7) In initiating the attack of October 4th
without artillery preparation is an exsuple of the
correct application of the Principle of Surprise.

(8) e formations used by the division in
its aﬁta;ks are proper examples of the Principle of
Simplichty.

(9) The Principle of Cooperation was evidenced
by the superb team-work throughout the division in
this operation.

(10) The use of the tenks on October 4th in
having them precede the infantry exposed them to
almost certain destruction, while they could have been
held out for a later phase of the operation was =2
viclation of the ¥rineciple of the Economy of Force.

(11) Having the right or reserve battelion of
the division follow the assaulting battalions too
closely was a violation of the Principle of the Econe
oy of Force.

(12) The Germans in launching counterattacks
exhibited the proper application of the Principle of
the Offensive.

(13) In holding out until the death, the German
army in front of the First Division fllustrated the
Principle of the Objective,

(14) In siting their defenses so as to bear
with most telling effect ageinst the First Division,
the Germans correctly displayed the Principles of

Economy of Force and of Mass,




(15) The German ground forces working in
conjunction with its air force illustrated the correct
application of the Prineiple of Coopcration,
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QUESTIONS 2MD ANSWLRS

1. Vhet was the mission of the First Division
in the second phase of the Meuse-Argonne offensive?

A, The capture of a key position, roughly
geven kilometers deep and four kilometers wide east
of the Aire River between Charpentry and Fleville,
that protected the Kriemhilde Stellung position of
the German army, the northeastern end of the Argonne
Forest and the German positions to the east of the

position.

2. What division did the Pirst Division re-
lieve in the lleuse-Argonne offensive?

A. The 35th Pivizion.

L o= A

3. What infantry brigade was atcached to the
First Division on Octover &, 19187
A, 181st Brigade of the 91st Divigion,

4, On what date was the first attack launched
by the First Division?%
A. October 4, 1918,

5. What formation did the infantry use in
this attack?

A. 3Brigades cbreast, regiments abreast,
regiments in column of battalions., Third line exterior

battalions in division and third line interior bat-

talions in brigade recerve,

-65-
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6, What was the only regiment in the American
arrys that reached 1ts final objective on October 4th?
A. The 16th Infaniry.

7. Due to the advance made by the First Divi-
sion by October 6, 1918, what division was enabled to
attack the northeastern edge of the Argonne Forest?

A. The 824 Division.

8. Ynen waz the First Division attached to
the Fifth Army Corps, and for what purpose?

A, On October 7, 1918, for the purpose of
loosening the enemy's hold on the enemy line specific-

ally by capturing Hill 263 and the Bois de Romagne.

9, TFor what purpose and when did the 1lst
Battalion, 16th Infantry, which had bveen in division
regerve, take up the assault?

A, On October 9, 1918, for the purpose of
takxing Hill 272 mand exploiting te the north.

10, What werc some of the principal terrain
features in the zone of the First Division?

A, Montrebeau Hill, Exermont Ravine, Hill
240 and Hill 272.
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THE OPERATIONS OF TEE FIRST AMERICAN DIVISION
IN THE THIRD PHASE OF THE MEUSE-ARGONNE.

INTRODUCTION.

The operations of the Firet Division in the Third
Phage of the Meuse-Argonne 0ffensive, from November 1l-11,
1918, resolve themselves into three, more or less distinet
phases or operationa. Chronologieally, the first, from
November 1-5, when the Division (less the First Artillery

Brigade and the First Ammunition Train) was in corps re-

(1l)History serve for the Fifth (U.3.) Army Corps; (1) the second, No-
;?glgfv. vember 6, when the Division assaulted the line on the Meuse
River, from Villemontry to Mouzon, passing through the 80th
(g2)History (U.S.) Divieion; (2)and the third, its march and assault on
;?322%?' Sedan, November 6-7. (3)
(3)History Before discussing these operations of the Division, it
;?Eagfv. will be well for us to consider the period from its relief
in the Second Phase of the Meuse=Argomnne 0ffensive from the
line by the 42nd (U.S8.) Division, on the night of Qctober
11-12,1918, until its appearance as corps reserve of the
Pifth Army Corps in the wicinity of Epinonville on the night
(4)History of October 31 to November 1. (4)
lst Div.
p.212. Its stubborn and brilliant fighting in the Second Phase
had added fresh laurels to ite already magnificent record,
(6)History but at the terrible cost of 196 officers and 72384 men. (5)
ilegf?. turally, most of the losses were in the Infantry eompo-

nents, so that when on October 13, the Division (less its

_”m“£;$;1;prg*und {gmmnitinn Trnin, which had been left in line
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Regiments looked like small battalions and companies that
just two weeks before were powerful units two hundred and
fifty men strong were now mere skeletons of themselves.

To make matters worse, there were no trucks avasilable, so
these tdired men, many of them sick with dysentery, started
on a long kike of 75 kilometers to the Vavincourt area. (6)
A part of the march wes through t he battle=torn wreckage
of the Argonne Forest itself, but as the milee went by the
countryside began to look less dreary, in spite of the con-
gtant rain. Finally the area was reached aml a few busy
days were spent in cleaning up, delousing and receiving re-
placementa,

On October 20, a five-day scnedules of intensive train-
ing was ordered and subsequently , faithfully carried out.(7)
The replacements were excellent in every respect save ona,
they were almost totally lacking in training. [Tfﬁ%rautical-
1y all of the privates who had survived the battle had to
be made non-commissioned officers, whether especially fitted
or not., However, all ranks were imbued with the division
spirit, as epitomized by General Pershing; "The Commander-
in -Chief has noted in this Divieion a special pride of ser-
vice and g high state of morale, never broken by hardship
nor battde.”,(8) and this made the task easier, In general,
the forenoons were devoted to Rifle Markemanship and Bayonet
Training, The instruoction in the former was of a most ele-
mentazy sort., No formal targets were available, so tin cans,
rocks, small pleces of paper, anything wase used; the ides
being to accustom the men, many of whom had never fired a
rifle, to align their sights and to the kick of the rifle.
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(9)Memo .168
Hg.l8t
Div.
1918.

(10)Eistory
lat Div,
P12,

combat formations, Battalions were deployed in their nor-

mal formations for the attack so that the replacements could
gsee for themselves how it was done. It was a case of , "Here
Green, you follow Smith, and keep abreast of Jones over there."

To further stimulate intereat, the Division Commander
issued a memorandum to be read to all platoons, calling at-
tention to the faet that the Division would probably enter
the line again at an early date and that every effort must
be made to put the Divieion in shape to meet the demands of
the High Command, (9)

Several important changes had occurred in the higher
unites of the Division. Brigaﬁig‘iﬁgﬁi Parkoer who had com-
manded the 18th Infantry and later the First Brigade, suc-
ceeded to the command of the Division, when Major Genersal
C.,P, Summerall was placed in command of the Fifth Army Corps.

on October 12.(10)0ol. EJ: Briokson who commanded the 26th
Infantry in the Second Phase, was placed in the command of
the Pirst Brigade, and Brigadier Francis C.Marshall relieved
Brigadier General Barnhardt of command of the Second Brigade.
Lieutenant-Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, who had been serious-
ly wounded at Soissons, ani who had by no means recovered

from his wounds, returned to the Division, ani was assigned
to the command of the 26th Infantry, in which he had commamds
ed a battalion so succesafully. Although, not a matter of
record, so far &g the author could discover, it was stated
that this officer went AWOL from the 308, where he had heen
assigned due to his physical condition, to Jjoin his old out-
fit., Whether ftrue or not, it had an 1nsp1r1ug efiect on the
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obaerva-
tion.

- Between October £6 mpd 29th the foot elements of the
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Division were transported by Prench camions te the area north
[1Ei§%a£gﬁf of Vaubecourt, (12) the FPirst Brigade arriving first, billet-
P.218, @d in the Recicourt Woods and the Second Brigade later in the
Bois de Parois. Here intensive training was resumed and fi-
nal dispositions preparatory te taking up the combat.

On Octobsr 3lst, Major General Summerall now commanding
the Fifth Army Corps, addressed the various regiments, pbais-
ing them on their past performances and exhorting them to
8till greater efforts. In speaking to one of the regiments,
which wes: formed in & hollow square, his closing remarks
were in substance as follows: "Men, you belong to a fighting
division. You have pushed the enemy back on three fronts.
Tou have gone far., You will go further. Ycu have suffered
mach, You will suffer more., You have gone long without food.
You will go longer. 7You have faced death., You will face it
again, Your record will go down in history as a splendid ex-
ample of courasge and fortitude. Your name and fame will be
immortal"”. Needless to say this talk made a great impression

on the men, as they knew it came straight from his heart.
However, & mule skinnsr who had just driven up, ani who had
heard a few of the last remarks, said, in an awed ami alto-

gother earnest tone of voice, " Who in the hell is that guy,

(13) Personal anyway." (183) (13a)
observa~
tion. The Divieion moved by marching to the ares sbout Cier-

(13a)rhe 26th ges and Gesnea, as reserve of the Fifth Army Corps. (14)

Infantry
in Prance. While the rest of the Diviesion had besen recovering ite

P79,
strength in a training area, the Firet Artillery Brigade

(14)History and the Pirst Ammunition Train, hed been constantly 1n tha

e L 1--\.1%“?1*‘1 A v L R Dt i A T R A ST W o B I Tt 0 o W e A e Bt e b el R AT L T

PeBl34 11nﬁ*@:llp#*fnr*i'briaf pordicd-from Ectﬁher 22xd to BﬁFh

i BRI 1 n | RN, i S, W s ] i e R e Bakals P L o eae v L T, - e e i T L LT

when most of the personmel was sent back to Cheppy for a

- -rm -



e i - PRp—— i -
i w . R i T T

(16)History

lst.Div.
PbEEEt

(15)a
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History
let Div.
P.219.

ghort rest, the guns being left in place with skeletonized
crews, It had remained to support the 42nd (U,S.) in its
attack on Qotober 14.and 16 on St.Geroges-Iandres et 3t,.
Georges section of the EKriemhilde Stellung. A relief of the
Brigade was begun on QOctober 16, but the elements were call=-
ed back in line again, no sooner than they had started, and
remained there either in support of the 42nd Division or in
preparation for its part in supporting the 8nd Division on
November 1. (15)

The strain on the artillery during this periocd had been
terrifics They had been constantly in the line since the
night of September 30-October 1,1918, except for a brief two
days rest, yet they always executed their missions in true
First Division style., The First Artillery Brigade never
failed to support the Infantry to the limits of its power,
and both were intensely proud of the other's achievements.
Aeg splendid am the Infantry was, the Artillery always had
more veterans in its ranks, due to the fact that its casual-

ties, although heavy for artillery, were naturally less than

those of the Infantry, with the result that there was probably

no finer Artillery in the world that the First Artillery Bri-
gade. (15)a.

RESERVE OF THE AMERICAN FIFTHE ARMY CORPS.

As stated before, the night of October 31 - November 1,
found the First Division, less its Artillery and Kmmunition
Train,bivouaced in the vieinity of Gesnes and Cilerges as re-
gerve ﬂf‘thl rifth err Corps. The 2nd {uU. E ) Diviuion was

T ] e
L e s TV it R T b g, g FA AR s Y T TR T T e s S sEb b - LG R SN PRI s ey

L i & - T

- ——

o



o ——— 341 - e

" South of St.Georges to the northern edge of the Cote de
Chatillon, and the 89th (U.8.) Division held the line from
the northern Bois de Bantheville to a point 1 kilometer west
of the Le Carre Farm., (15) The initial mission of the First
Division esalled for its being held in readiness with a view
to its passing a front line division during the operations,
its action dependent on the outcome of the attack towards

(16)P,0.88 Barricouwrt Buzancy. (16)

lst Army

AEF Ocb. The First Artillery Brigade aml the First Ammunition
27,1918,

Etﬁ Corps Train were grouped with the Second Division Artillery for
Monograph

the attack and it participated in the tremendous barrage ani
artillery preparation that was put on on November lst by
(17)History the Fifth Army Corps. (17)
1st Div.
P«227., There was & total of 608 guns of mll ealibers in the
corps attack. A two hour fire for destruction was laid down.
Two heavy guns or howitzers fired on every known enemy bat-
tery. All enemy machine guns, trenches, and routes of com=-
munication were deluged with shells and shrapnel from the
light guns augmented by thick cones of machine-gun fire.
Thie commenced at 3:30 A.M. November lst, am continued un-
til 5:30 A,M., when the barrage fell. This barrage was most
effective and a description of it may be of interest. It
was approximately 6 kilometers ar 3i miles in width, and of
an average depth of 1000 meters. At 150 meters in front of
the Infantry moved & line of high explosives and smoke shells,
in proportion three to one, fired from 76 mm guns. 200 me-
ters beyond this 1line , one battery out of every three fired

(18)Barrage 75 mm shrapnel, 300 meters beyond this were concentrations

Chart.
Higtory of 8" howitzer and 1556 mm bursts, with an additional danger
i I't ﬂiv-
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(19)Personsl

observa-
tion near The Fifth Army Corps reached all of ite firet day's
Bayon- :
ville et objectives on record time. (20) Due to the brilliant work
Chennery.
of the Fifth and Third Army Corps on November lst, the enemy
(20)History
1st.Div. was forced to either deliver a strong eounter-attack or with-
P-EE*:
draw from all territory south of Buzancy-Boult-aux=Bois, and
(21)Report he was 8o demoralized that he chose the latter. (21) There
of
1st.Army being no immediate use for the services of the First Division,
P'B4l
the Divieion was moved at 5 P.M. on November lst to the BRois
(22)Personal de Romegne. (22) (22a)
observas
tion. On November 2nd the Fifth Army Corps made & comparative-
(22a) 6th Corps 1y smsll gein, neither the 2nd Division on the left nor the
Monograph
Opera~- 89th Division on the right having quite reached the corps
tions
Order #16 objective for the day. The front of the 2nd Division was
A, 2nd
Iﬁf.Brig. approximately as follows. Ite left rested in the northern
Nov.2
1913.' edge of the Bois de Folie sbout 1% kilometers south of Fosse
and ite right rested on the Barricourt-Nouart road about 1
kilometer south of Nouart., The left of the 89th Division had
made only a few hundred yards progress and the line ran from
& point on the Barricourt-Bayonville et.Chennery road asbout
1% kilometers southwest of Barricourt, thence sloping grad-
ually upward to the vicinity of Tailly, which wse on the ob=-
(23)Plate jective, (23)
XII1I,
3:3%5* On the llrly'narning uf tha 2né, the Second Brigade
e - N AL e s LR Il\r'\h'rh- - g B 11 ST g o i e H ) -m:lx-ﬂ‘l‘-""**
Pirst moved from the Bois de nuungnn, Ihiﬂh 1t had reached but &

guns were pushed up to the front thus contiming their ef-
fectiveness, The result of this barrage was 2o deadly that
nothing could stand in its path. Enemy guns were found
smashed by direct hits, caissons blowvn up, horses and gunners

in mangled and confused masses, (19)

few hours bofore, to the vieinity of Bayonville et Chennary,
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(24)P.0.110 * the rest of the Division in the Bois de Romagne.(24)
Sth Army
Corps On November 3rd, the Fifth Army Corps reached the
Nov.Z2,
1918, third day's objective and during the night of the 3rd-4th,
Par,2
Fifth on the extreme left penetrated several kilometers beyond,
Corps

Mono- due to the brilliant work of the 9th and 283rd Infantries

i of the Second Division., The front of the Second Division
on November 3rd was approximately as follows. Its left
from & point asbout 33 kilometers north of Posse near the
Fosse=~Beaumont road, then generally north to a point about
4 kilometers south of Beaumont, then south again to the vi-

¢inity of Le Champy Bois. The 89th Division reached the

(25) Plate third day's objective, its right near Beauelair. (25)
XIII.
Report On the night of November 3rd the First Division moved
of

1st Army through Bayonville et Chennery to the Bolis de Folie, This
march was & difficult one as the roads were muddy in the ex-
treme and a constant rain was falling. The First Brigade
oceupied the western pert of the Bois de Folie and the Se-
cond Brigade the eastern portiom. The First FPield Artillery
Brigade was ordered to rejoin the Division and take position
during the night south of the Nouart-Buzancy road in the vi=-

(26)F.0.59 einity of the Boie de Folie. (26)

%::.gfv. On November 4th, the Pifth Army Corps contimmed its
%i%gﬂ drive with great success., On the left, the 2nd Division
Egzggraph exploited the gains made on the night of November J-4th by
Rl:np;rt the Third Brigade and the 89th Division made substantial
E{:::-in geine, (27) The Pifth Army Corps contemplated msing the
ggg’;?%- Piret Divieion in the assault on November 4th, but the rapid
Seoennl progress of the two fronmt line Divieions evidently caused it
ifom. - not to d¢ so, The plan vas to have the Division march on
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(27)Report
of

Opera-
| tions of
| 3rd Inf.
| Brig.
NHov.2-11,
1918,
6th Corps
Mono-

graph.

(28)P.0.60
| Fifth
. Army
Corps.
Nov.3,
| 1918.
Pifth
Corps
Monograph

fE?]HBmﬂ;G-G‘s

(29a) Personal
observa-
tion.

(30) Personal
observa-
tion.

IEl}th;i
a
sisas
P.613.
for
28th Inf.
testimo-

m-

Capt.L.R.
Boyd for
16th Inf.

(32)History
r memennss = Ao BT
: H rlﬂﬂ? §

e ¢

gome attached elements, and to hawe another column composed
of the 26th Infantry march on Beaumont. The remaining regi-
ments were to constitute the main body and were to be held
in readiness in the Bois de Folie. After the First Divieion
had passed through their lines, the 2nd and 89th Divisions
ware to assemble behind the front. (28)

The rapid advance of the 2nd Division on the night of
November 3-4th uncovered the left flank of the Fifth Army
Corps, so the 26th Infantry of the Second Brigade was orier-
ed on the afternoon of the 4th to move to the Foret de Dieu~-
let and take up a position on the Fosse-Beaumont road. (29)
The leading elements of the 26th Infantry reached their po-
gition about midnight of the 4th. (29) (2%9sa)

As one of the battalions of this regiment (First Bat-
talion) wound its way through Noumart, several gally painted
German planes fired at the column with machine guns without
inflicting any damage. A few moments before the planes ap-
peared, the sky seemed full of Allied planes, but when the
attack on the column wae made, all of our planes evidently
found business elsewhere. (30)

The remeinder of the Division continued to bivouae in
the Bois de Felie during the rest of the 4th and a part of
the 5th. (31)

On the night of November 4-5th, the 2nd Division took
Beaumont and the 89th Division reached all of ite objectives
wost of the Meuse River om the 65th. It was decided that the
First Divieion would entsr the 1line on the left of the 2nd
Divieion, (32)

!h- rnpid advance of thu rifth Lruw Onrps. aap-uiqlly
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" ‘marching chiefly at night over soggy roads, jammed with traf-
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(33) Personal gade was near Bayonville et Chemmery. (33) The Division was
ggg;fva- considered "fresh troops”, but it was fresh only in the sense
that it had not yet geined contaut with the enemy. Yet mo-
rale was high. BEveryone realized the importasnce of the job
at hand. The replacements were anxious to show their mettle
and the veterans of Cantigny, Soissons, St.Mihiel, and the
Second Phase, were more than eager to make good their prodi-
gious boasts with which they had been regaling the replace-
(34)Personal mentse., (34)
observa-
tiom.
MOUZON.
Early in the aftermoon of November 5th, telephonie or-
ders were received from the Fifth Army Corps for the PFirst
Division to relieve the 80th Divisiom (U.S.) along the Stonne-
Beaumont road, and to attack towarde the Meuse River in the
(35)History direction of Mouzon at 5:30 A.M., November 6th. (35)

;?§2$fv' The terrain from the Stomne-Beaumont road to the objec-
tive over which the attack was to0 pe made, was very favorable
to the enemy as it consists in high hills and patches of
thick woods and culminates in & series of very high hills
overlooking the Meuse, at a distance generally of about two
kilometers from the river. The day's objective was thie line
of hills, with patrols sent into the villages of Mouzon and
Villemontry. Between the hille and the river was open ground,
On the other side of the river (east) were mountainous
heighte which afforded the enemy excellent cbservation, and

X mﬁgﬁ.";r;éﬁ;hwﬂﬁgﬁﬂﬂ WTI'EMWFHQ} R e e e e
- observa- s R e
ion.

fiec of all sorte. The rain had been almost continmous sinee
leaving the billeting areas near Vavincourt. A few easualties
had occurred chiefly during the period when the Second Bri-
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(37)F.0.61
Ha.lset.
Div.
Nov.5,
1918.
History
lat Div.

The purpose of the attack was to seize a crossing at
Mouzon. (37) The Second Brigade was given the sector:
Bastern boundary; Beaumont(execlusive)-Bois de l'hospice
(inelusive)=-Villemontry. Western boundary; Crossroads
of the Yoneq-llouzon with the Ia Bagnolle-Beaumont rocad-
the Yoneq-Mouzen road-and Mouzon exclusive.

The Second Brigade was to attack on a front of two
battalions, with one battalion in support and one regiment
in reserve, in the vicinity of Ia Thibaudine Farm.

The 26th Infentry, then in the Bois de Dieulet was
given the mission of the assault regiment, and the 286th
Infantry, then in the Bois de Falie, was to constitute the
reserve.

The DPirst Infantry Brigade was given the sector:
Bastern boundary; west of the Second Brigade.

Western boundary; La Bagnolle-western edge of Bois de Yoneq-
Hill 297-HEill between Bois Gerfaux and Bois de Pourron-Hill
275 (1 km N.W. of Pourron-ILe Poncay Farm)

This Brigade was ordered to attack in the ﬁuual First
Division method: regiments abreast, with one battalion in
assault, The right of the sector was given to the 18th In-
fantry and the left te the 16th Infantry.

The Artillery which had rejoined the Division after
gerving with the 2nd Division, was ordered to support the
attack when requested to do =0 by Brigade commanders.

The battle Command Post of the Division was to open on
Hovember 6th at & A.M.at Le Gros Paux cross roads.(37)

On the right of the Firet Divieion was the 2nd Division
which was hﬂlding tha rirar line and on the left was the ﬁth
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(38)History
1st Div.
P.229,

(39)History
let Div.
P.227.

(40) Personal
observa-
tion.

(41) Personal
observa=-
tion.

vision was so far to the rear that extra precautions had
to be taken to protect the left flank. (38)

Upon receipt of their orders the wvarious elements of
the division began to move, (39) All of the Infantry except
the 26th Infentry, had to march from the Bois de Folie and
this meant an all night hike through blaek forests, over mud-

dy unknown roads. The 26th Infantry was more fortunate as
it was already in the Bois de Dieulet. All elements were in
place by 4 AM. on November &th.

No reconnaissance was possible due to the short notice
on which the Division moved. To make matters worse the maps
issued to elements of the Second Brigade, and to probably
the whole Division, did not show the presence of a new road
leading into Beaumont, which proectically paralleled the
Stonne-Beaumont road and which at night was very difficult
to distinguish from the correct road, Its presence was dis-
ecovered, however, before the troops reached the road, so that
it made no difference. (40)

The route of the 26th Infantry to the jump-off line as
contemplated, wae to pass through Besument, but the town was
being very heavily shelled, so it wap avoided by marching
aeross eountry, To insure that the right direction be taken,
the members of the Intelligence Section were stationed along
the route to be travelled. The regiment aveided many losses
in this manner and saved considerable time in reaching the
line of departure. (41)

The jump-off line wae subjected to unaimed and inter-
mittsnt shelling, Oceasional bursts of mechine-gun fire oc-
unrral during thn night anﬂ at intervals ?ary light anﬂ rnuka
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(42)Personal dence that he wes holding the line ard in some force, (47)
:2:;?73- From right to left the assault battalions were the 2nd
Battalion, 26th Infantry, lst Battalion, 26th Infantry, lst
Battalion, 18th Infantry, and the 1lst Battalion, 16th Infan-
tryon the extreme left., The 7th Field Artillery was near
Beaumont to support the attack of the Second Brigade and the
6th Pield Artillery was in position behind the First Brigade,
while the 5th Field Artillery was prepared to cover the ad-
(43)History wvance of the whole division. (43)
lst Div.
P.288, Promptly at 5:30 A.M., on the morning of November 6th,
the battalions jumped off., A rather heavy fog made visibil-
ity poor. Practieally no resistance was met, The 18th In-
fantry eaptured Yoneq by 7 A.M. and & few prisoners, and by
noon all elements were on their objectivea. A sharp fight
took place before a platoon of the 26th Infantry oceupied
Villemontry. Upon reaching the line of hills set forth as
the day'e objective, the 18th Infantry and patrole from the
26th Infantry occupied that part of Mouzon west of the Meuse
River, after some fighting. The bridge over the river was
blown up just before the patrols reached the town, mnd sever-
al mines were set off which caused several Luildings te burn,
The Germsns then bombarded the town with artillery and mechine
guns, Several casualties ocourred among our troops and among
(40 7arconal  the eivilien population. (44)
P07 s The fog lifted about noon ami enemy artillery amd air-
(44)Eistory planes became active, In one of the battalions, the Scout '
;?Ezgf?' 0fficer, & recent graduate of a British school was ordered
by his Battalion commender to select & suitable place for

the battalion P.C. The lieutenant found an abandomed quarry,
i et e ponvaniently- leosded --ﬂﬁkﬁﬂ:ﬂx_ﬁ,@}!- 0. the Scompanies, h::l.ﬁ. '

e e A s ey i, vl ATy e 3t e D R R e T T

YT ol N w W 5 R e e

===thirteone==

#
R R R me Wy s



] P - !' e
r

in a patch of woods, and apparently from every standpoint
very desirasble. TUnfortunately, the Germans thought that it
might prove too tempting to pass up and shortly afterwards
shelled it very heavily, infliecting a number of casualties.
It received, by far, more attention than any other place in
(45)Personal the viecinity. (45)
observa-
tion. Shortly before the patrols reached Mouzon, & most spec-
tacular feat was accomplished by an artillery piece, evident-
ly the accompanying gun of ons of the regiments of the First
Brigade, although the author was unable to find out positive-
ly where the gun belonged. It advanced at a slow trot up
the Yoneq-Mouzon road tox distance of about 1500 yards from
Mouzon, all in plain view of the enemy on the other side of
the river. It went into action as if on a parade ground, ap-
parently expended all ita ammunition, then leisurely trotted
back to cover. The gun position looked as though hail was
dropping around it,s0 thick were the enemy shells. The dar-
ing of this gun crew was typical of the entire Pirset Artil-
lery Brigade, This feat must have been witnessed by at least
a thousand Infantrymen and must have strengthened their con-
vietion that the Pirst Artillery Brigade was their truest Al-
(46) Personal 1y, (46)
observa-
tion. While slight losses occurred and there were but few
prisoners taken (loss 7 officers and 347 men, and 1 officer
and 10 men of the enemy captured), the work of the Divieion
moved that it was as ever a thoroughly coordinated machine.
To march 104 miles over unknown and slippery roads, on a
(47)Report  dsrk reiny night, to a jump-off line that had not been recon-

Mouzon
ares. nnitarad. nnan through nnothar Diviaian and. aaa;ult & gj;gn¢
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SEDAN.

In discussing the operations of the First Division to-
wards Sedan, one or two pointe must Le clearly borne in mind.
The German army was in retreat and for the first time in the
history of the war, its official communiques admitted that
the line in front of the First American Army was broken., The
iron diseipline of the German army had deteriorated. although
it was still fighting a magnificent rear-guard action. To
make matters still worse, Austria-Hungary had quit and there

were politieal and economic trouhles of the gravest sort at

(48)History Thome. (48)

let Div.

P.230. The method of warfare too, had changed rapidly since
the Pifth Army Corps had smashed the lines at Barricourt on
the 18t of November. Up to that time the closest support
between the artillery and the infantry had existed and large
gains had genersally been made only under cover of heavy ar-
tillery fire, but by November 6th all of this had changed.
The attack on Mouzpn had been made with practically no artil-

(49)Personal lery support. (49) Open warfare of the sart that Genersl

observa=-
tion. Pershing had predicted had come true at last, and the PFirst

Ei:tgig. Division which had never meglected its treining for this very
i thing, reaped ric¢h results from its heart-breaking hikes when
it chased Sitting Bull ell over the Gondre™court eree in 1917
and at later periods.
Lisison within the Divieion had become very difficult,
but had been well maintained during the Mouzen operation.
A few telephonas had Leen installed but runners were the chfnf

meane of eommumication. There was no liailson with the 2nd
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B A 1 o s h iy B = 8 e 4

===fifteon=---

Division on THE FIENE 55 #I6W She FIXNAMIT 00rpsg SEE . o



IEU}HiaturF
.Lﬂt- Div.
P.231.

(61)HEistory
lst Div.
P.230,

(52)Eistory
lat Div.
P.850.

(B8)History
1st Div.
P-ES‘U‘.

O AR AN P

left untii lﬁta on November 6th. (50)

Major Genersl C.P.Summerall, the Commanding General of
the Pifth Corps, arrived at Division Headquarters which was
located at Ia Gros FPaux Farm, a little after noon on Novem-
ber 6th and ordered the Divieion Commander to march on Sedan
and assist in its capture, on the following morning. (51)
General Summersll's action was based on & memorandum from
the Headquarters, Firet American Army, which was as follows:

" Memorandum for Commanding Generals, 1lst Corps,5th Corps.

Subject: Message from the Commander-in-Chief.

1., General Pershing desirea& that the honor of entering

Sedan should fall to the First American Army. @He has

every confidence that the troops of the 1lst Corps, as-

gisted on their right by the Pifth Corps, will ensble
him to realize this desire.

2., In transmitting the foregolng message, your attsn-

tion is invited to the favorable opportunity now ex-

isting, for pressing our edvantage throughout the
night., Boundaries will not be considered binding.

By Command of ILieutenant General ILiggett." (58)

The contemplated move was a daring one., It had to be
made during the night, over unknown terrain, across the front
of entire corps, the location of whose divisions were not
known. (53) Several factors favored it, however. The enemy
wag badly demoralized and the Division itself was not pinned

down in & fire fight, although it was holding & line. Above

'all, there was the entrancing possibility of seizing Sedan,

the possession of which was of utmost importance, =g it would
greatly hurry or even induce the victory which had veen 8o
long sought anmd at such terrific cost. The seizure of Sedan
would eut off the enemy line of communications and a stagger-
ing blow to his already faltering morale., Neither the Corps

Oommardsr ner the Division Commander were men ealeulatad to

L iy e i A T ettt el B 5 S, R B T L g S e L, B N e e T I-l:-r; hiq f.—.
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e AR -plan.odonted would-uave -3wo maln sersldaraticns;
(64)History +the approach formation and the formation for the attaek. (54)
;?Esgi;él Sedan as the crow flies, is approximately 10% miles from
Mouzon, and of cowrse much farther by road, and it was ut-
terly impossible to reach it other than by roads at night,
Two planes were open to the Division Commander. The Divi-
gion eould move by the left flank along the Meuse valley,
and for e ite way over a very restricted front to the heighte
southwest of Sedan. This would limit its ability to deploy
and had the further disadvantage of leaving both flanks ex-
posed, The other plan open was to have the ﬁivision move by
columns on a wide front to the heights southwest of Sedan,
ready to deploy for the attack, This plan seemed to promise
more chance of success, although liaison would be difficult
in the extreme, and was adopted.

The Brigade Commanders were assembled and the prelimi-
nary ordere given, which they in turn passed on to their regi-
mental commanders, ILater, as soon as possible, formal orders
were issued, It may be of interest to note that the maps
uged in this operation, were the French 1-80,000. This was
true, at least for the regimental commander of the 26th In-
fantry, and is believed to be true of the maps issued to all

(56) Personal commanders. (55)

observa-
tion. The order as finally issued wss as follows:
N
" SECRET AND FERSONAL Headquaters First Division,
ﬁf Americsh RExpeditionary
g Fisld Ordesrs Forces.
No. 62. France,November 6, 1918
Map: Mezieres -1-80,000.
i : 1. No further infcrmation of the enemy.
f The Firet A»my sdvances on Sedan, the 5th Corps on
the right and the 1let Corps on the iaft.

Mm-:-ﬁ;;:: R Rl T £ 48 Mﬁmtﬂi.ﬂn‘ﬂiil‘“mi‘ ttute-tha advence tl‘ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ i TR
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TR s s e Te-tu T The Divielon will sdvanne in five(5) celumns

mmbered from east to west.
Column l: Battalion of the 16th Infantry.
Route : Autrecourt-through the valley of the
Meuse via Remilly~Wadelincourt.

Column 2: 16th Infantry (less 1 battalion),l
Company let Engineers.

Route + Pourron-~Autrecourt-Rauncourt-Haracourt-
Thelomme-Noyers.

Column 33 18th Infantry (less 1 battalion)
Route : Pourron-Autrescourt-Raucourt-Maisoncelle-
Bulson-Chaumont, thance north.

Column 4: 28th Infantry - 1 company Engineers.
Route : Stomne-Chemery-Chehery-Frenois.

Column 5: 26th Infantry.
Route : Stomne-Chemery-Omicourt-Hanngne-St.
Martin,

(b) Divieional Reserve.
1 battalion 18th Infantry;
1lst Machine=-gun Nattalion;
1st Engineers (less two companies)
Route : ILa Becasgse=-Raucourt- from which point
it will follow Column Fo.2 at a distance of about
one kilometer.

(e¢) The 6th Field Artillery will follow close on the
18th Infantry and the 7th Pield Artillery the
28th Infantry.

The H6th Field Artillery will follew in three e¢ol-
umns - one battalion in each column, Nos.2,3,4.

(x) Column No.l will leave small details to guard
captured bridges over the Meuse along its route.

4, The Pield Artillery and Sanitary Trains will move
under orders to be issued by G-1.

5., The Division P.C, will elose at its present location
at 20:00 hours this date and march via Isa Becase-Rau-
ecourt-Maisoncelle-Bulson-Chaumont.

By eommand of Brigadier General Parker;

) ;! HIEREEIIY.
(56)History Distribution "C" Chief of Staff, " (56)
1lst Div.
P.447.

Lisison officere were sent to the headquarters of the
Pirst Army Corps, to the headquarters of the 6th Division,
which was supposed to be the right Division of the First Army
iﬁ?lﬂintorr Corps and to the ieft brigade of the 2nd Division. (57)

---Highte&n--ﬂ



(58) Perwonal
observa-
tiﬂﬂc

(59 )History
1st Div.
P.23E.,

(60) Personal
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The terrain to be covered was typical of the Argonne
eountry, high hills and patehes of heavy woods, all favorable
to the enemy. The roads were in terrihle shape as the rain
had been constant, and the Germans in retiring had cut them
up badly. (58)

By dark the regiments had been assembled and commenced
their memorable advance between 7 and 8 P.M.. All the Infan-
try was assembled except one platoon of Company "E", 26th
Infantry which was occupying Villemontry. A message had been

gent to its commander to withdraw, but the runner who car-
ried it was killed. When the lieutenant learned unofficial-
ly that the regiment was withdrawing he refused to move,
stating that the Pirst Division never gave up any ground onze
captured. (59) A battalion commander of the 26th Infantry,
receiving the preliminary order over the phone, made the Col-
onel positively identify himself before he wonld agres to
withdraw, (60)

observa-" .

tion,

(61)Mono-~
graphs
1983.
8apt.
Livesay.

It was to prove the Firset Division's hardest march, It
was made over frightful roade, on a dark rainy night in the
face of the enemy. Bridges had as a rule been destroyed by
the enemy and at ome place the 26th Infantry had to cross a
gtream by means of a single plank. The morale of the offi-
cers and men was extremepy high in spite of the fact that
they had hiked all the night before, had fought all day, and
that at least in one regiment, the 28th Infanmtry, the mem had
gbne without food since the afternoon of the 65th. (61) One
company commander in the 26th Infantry, who had just revent-
1y rejoined his regiment from the hospitel, fainted, ani re-
auviring scme hnurn after, pashed on end rejoined his Com-

L L T g T -
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6£$Indhntry
in FPrance

P83,

]lnr inut before 1t aaliniﬁtd. (68)
The Pirst Battalion of the 16th Infantry, commanded by
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(63)8tory of
16th Inf.
in Prance
P+ 66=67

(63a) History
18t Div.
P«23E.

CabamVhid & (ol ey B
253,
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thur C.W.Rydar ucnstitutad Ealumn 1, and maruhad by the
river road. (63) It came under machine-gun and artillery
fire almost immed’ately, and to make matters worwe, all the
bridges were out and the road was badly mined in places., ’
About midnight the Column was broken and the battalion com-
mander who was with the advance party did not know of it un-
til 3 A.M., when it was too late to bring them forward.
In the rear group wes the machine-gun company which was a
most serdous loss. The forward group of two anda half com-
panies pushed on and encountered hand-to-hand fighting in
Allicourt., The town was cleared, the Germans retreating to-
warde Sedan, They were completely surprised, not dreaming
that the Americans were anywhere in the vieinity. At 4:30
A,M, the enemy was encountered in numbers at Pont Maugis,
but the town wae taken as usual by hand-by-hand fighting.
A column of artillery from the direction of Thelonne was cap-
tured., It comprised two 77 mm field pieces, several cais-
sons and rolling kitchems. A mumber of prisoners were taken.
The edvanee of the Pirst Battalion was halted at daybreak,
when it assembled in a ravine near Noyers and awaited the ar-

rival of the rest of the 16th Infantry, which constituted
Column 2, (62a)

Column £ encountered heavy machine-gun fire at Thelonne
and remained there until 7:30 A.M,, When it advanced to the
vieinity of Noyers where it was joined by its First Battalion.

The First and Second Battalions then assaulted Hill 252,
northwest of Pont Maugis, passed over and were soon organized
in the woods to the morth of it, That the poesition gained
by the 16th Infantry was the nearest point to Sedan reached

2ot G4 INASNOXY. DY AN ARsTieen aait A8 elaimed bg;gpg,girat Division, {§4y
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Company "A", First Engineers, had been called upon to
protect the right rlank of the 16th Infantry and in doing so,
after Hill 252 had been passed by the Infantry, met a large
force of Germans who had infiltrated back into Pont Maugis.
A hard fight ensued drove them out as & part of their morn-
ing's work., It was ocourences such as this and that of the
attack by the First Engineers on Hill 272 in the Second Phase

of the Meuse-Argonne, that caused all arms in the Division
to admire the others and welded it into a great fighting
team, As the attack on Hill 262 commenced, elements of the
42nd (U,8.) Division were seen approaching Thelonne and Tia-
(66)History ison was established with them. (65)

1st Div.

».233. Columns 1 and £ had thus merged into a line , and no
further advance was made.

Tet us now consider the other columns,

After plodding all night along heavy roads the 18th In-
fantry, which was Column 3, arrived at Bulson at 5:30 A.M.,
November 7th, where it met elements of the 42nd Division and

(66)Eistory wae ordered to halt, which it 4id north of the town. (66)

;fgagfh . Column 4, composed of the 28th Infsntry, followed the
route ordered amd found elements of the 42nd Division amd of
the rrennhifourth Army in the town of Chekery, when it reach-
ed there at 7:40 A.M, Paseing beyond the town the leading
battalion (3rd Battalion) deployed and asdvanced to attack
Hill 297, north of the town of Chevenges. Machine-gun fire
came from the Bois de la Queue and from the Bols de la Mar-
fee, and to stop the fire from thz latter, Company "A",
cleared the western edge of the woods and then connected up

with the Third Battalion which was then advancing up the
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of the 42nd Divieion was found dug in slong & road from
(67)History Chevenges leading to the Route National from Chehery. (67)
%?Esgf?' In compliance with an order from Division Headgquarters
the regiment ceased to attack at 11 A.M. and dug in well up
on the southern slope of Hill 297. Division Headquarters
had learned that the enemy held the heights east of the Meuse
with strongly fortified machine-gun and artillery positions,
and it was decided not to pass the crest of the hill until
nightfall. The reason that this information was delivered
g0 @peedily to the 28th Infantry was because Division Head-
gquarters had been established at Chehery shortly after 8 A,
M. This town was under shell-fire and remained sc during the

(68)History day. By noon the 7th Pield Artillery reached Chehery. (68)

;?EEET?‘ The men of the Headquarters Company of the 28th Infantry
carried their 3"mm gune by hand from the assembly point of
the regiment on the afternoon of November 6th to their posi-
(69)28th Inf, tions behind Hill 297. The oarts had been sent back for
%E::g food before the regiment left the Mouzon area and did not get
Magga- back either with the food or in time to carry the guns to
Argonne,
Capt. Sedan, (69) Superb morale such as this needs no comment,
ﬁ%::fﬂi- A pair of men would carry the gun as long as they could en-
%:;g?.' dure it then pass it on to another pair,

Column 5, composed of the 26th Infantry, with its Third
Batallion leading, reached Chemery on the early morning of
November 7th, and began to suffer casualties from artillery
fire. At 7 A.M, the regiment neared Omicourt, when it wase
discovered that the enemy held the heights beyond with strong
machine-gun detachmemts. The Third Battalion dislodged the

e e g e s seemnen ~ R DOME S DU 51151_:-:1. The Pirset Battalion leap=frogged the
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(?0)26th Inf. Third Battalion and continied ¢as-atbaek towerds Stisignan, ...
in France
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St.Aignan was in the center of a horse-shoe shaped
valley fromed by high wooded hills. From the foot of the
hills to the town was bare open ground. Mavhine-gun fire
came from the town, so patrols were sent beyond to the

(71)Personal flanks. (71)
observa-
tion. A regiment of the 40th Prench Division appeared as the
wooded heights near Omicourt were being clesred. It present-
ed a wonderful sight as it passed through the 26th Infantry
(72)Personal and took up a position on its right. (72) The officers and
observa-
tion., men were spick and span, dressed as for a gala occasion and
presented a great constrat to the sleepy, hollowed-eyed, mud-
(72a)26th Inf. spattered but grim and determined 26th.Infantry. (72a)
in Prance.
p.B3. Almost immediately following the French Battalions which
were in assault formation, came the rolling kitchens of the
(78) Personal regiment. (73) Needless to say, the smell of hot food, al-
g?:zfva- though a bit garlicy, presented a tremendous temptation to
the men of the Pirst Battalion of the 26th, who had halted
in assault formation near the road on which the kitchens were.
Very fow men moved on the kitchens, which spoke a great deal
for the discipline fn the 26th,

The closest liaison had existed with the French elements
on our flanks, the P.C. of Lieut, Colonel Roosevelt, ¢ ommand-
ing the 26th Infantry, and that of the French battalion com-
mander of the troops on the right, being located together,
when the Commanding General of the 40th French Division drove
up to the P,0, and informed the regimental commander that

our troops were advancing directly in the path of his prelim-

""{'n’ e o IR

inary artillery fire and orders required its immediate employ-
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changed such were his intentions, Mo sponer had
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(75)History
1st Div.
r.235.

(76)Personal
observa-
tion.

(77)Bistory
lat Div,
Pnﬂﬁ-
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he made this statement then orders were received to withdraw.
(74) The regiment was pulled out of the line immediately
and marched back 10 kilometers to Chemery.

General Summerall, reached Division Headquarters at
Chehery at 2 P.M. on November 7th, when he learned that the
42nd wag in the area, so ordered the First Division moved to
the east to clear the area for them. About an hour latselr,
at Chemery, the rear echelon of the Division Headquarters,
he received & wireless from the First American Army, order-
ing the Pirast Division south of the line Ia Recage=Autrecourt.
Orders were issued immediately and that night all elsments
began to trace their weary way to the new area. (75) Phus
ended the last fight of the Firet Division in the World War,

It was the next day before any food was to be had, and

never was food more enjoyed than when it was finally gotten.

(76) :
Prom 4:30 P.M., on November 5th to midnight on November

7th, the Division had fought and marched without sleep, rest,
and practically without food., The 16th Infantry had marched
64 kilometers; the 18th,53 kilometers; the 28 Infantry,52
kilometers; and the 26th Infantry, the astounding total of
71 kilometers or nearly 45 miles.

Fifty-four prisonsrs, two 77 mm gune, two anti-tank guns,
a mumbsr of machine guns, four ralling'kitﬁhena and some -
pransport had been captured at a cost of ten officers and
four hundred amd ninty-six men as casualties. (77)

Prom the wicinity of the Bois de Yoneq on November 8th
the Division moved to the vicinity of the Bois de Belval and
Sommauthe, being held in corpe reserve, pending the opera-
tiong of the 2nd and 89th Divisions, between Pouilly and Mou-

son. These operations were accomplished by these Divisions
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(78)History on the night of November 10-11lth. (78)

lat Div.

0,231, On the morning of November llth the news of the Armis-
tice was amnounced., ILittle emotion was shown as the real
significance of the thing d4id not sink in. That night how-
ever, in the Bois de Folie, the men began to realize that
the war was over when fires were permitted for the first
time during the campaign. All night long flares were sent

(79)Personal up amd grenades set off in celebration. (79)
observa-

tion.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM.

It is indeed difficult to eriticise & successful oper-
ation, In preparation for its entry into the Third Fhase
of the Meuse-Argomne (Offensive, the Pirst Divieion had made
the most of the little time allotted to train its replace-
ments. That ite training program was sound, was proved by
the result of the campalign. Great efforts had been made to
appegl to the pride of the officers and men, and this had
much to do with the fine results obtained.
No eriticism can be found of the action of the First
Division when in corps reserve, It was ready, and it might
be said, more than eager to get into the line. It always
promptly moved to any place ordered by the High Command.
The attack on Mouzon was successfully executed am the
Division earried out its mission to the letter. A few mis=-
takes were made by subordinate commanders, such for example
E a8 that of location of & command post in a conspieunous quar-
ry, the location of which wes known by the eneuy. Naturally,
% : in open warfare such as thies was, commmniecation wae difficult,
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units, pushing their headaquarters as far forward as possible.
So far as the Division itself is concerned, no criticiem
can be made, either of the plan or the execution of the march
on Sedan. The tactical principle that a force be not too
mich dispersed was violated in favor of the greater mistake
of crowding a unit into & space too small to maneuver in ,
as was the only other plan open. It is true that a great
many sound tactical prineiples were violated, such as the
utter lack of preliminary reconnaissance before committing a
force to the attack, as was the case here, but here it was
done knowingly, the enemy situation permitting it.
The splendid morale, spirit of cooperation and confi-
dence existing between all ranks in the Division made such
an undertaking as a night march in the face of the enemy

feasible,

LESB0NS,

1. Morale is the greatest asset that any organization
can possess.

2, An organization that has a eadre of highly trained
leaders, endowed with high morale can be counted upon to as-
gimulate replacements in & minimum of time.

3, Open warfare training is essentially the best train-
ing for any sort of warfare.

4, In open warfare communication is best obtained by
having the posts of command of the higher echolons well for-

ward,
B« Coordination and eocoperation of the various arms of
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